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February Newsletter 

Next Meeting will be held on Feb. 4th at 9 a.m.  at McFarland’s Mill. 

Show & Tell 

 Rich Vossler   Hollow form vase made from Rainbow Popular and Holley wood. 
    Bud vase and a carved bowl. 
Harriet Maloney  Blackwood and Boxwood salt and pepper shakers. 
Terry Lund   Locust natural edge bowl. 
Scott Schlosser  Open segmented globe, segmented trivet. 
Tom Zepeda   Maple natural edge bowl and Sycamore natural edge bowl. 
Ted Kelvington  Walnut bowl. 
Dave Hickman   Oak and purple heart ornaments. 
Robert Van Meter  Hair Spinning Lathe 
Billy Albright   Civil war bullet pen, a goblet and a bowl. 
Tim Gregory   Christmas Ornament 
 
 
 

 
Rich Vossler 
 

http://avwoodturners.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8587d1d07fba6a49bd6c5b441&id=a27b88e600&e=df3e434e72
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 Tey  

Terry Lund 

I think that I have all the names right with the pictures.  I am also missing a few of the items 
from late entries.  Please be sure to sign in with your item and list the woods used for each 

item.  It would help me also if you were to list the finishes used as well.   

Thank you all for these wonderful show and tell items. 

Win One Turn One 

Chase Kelvington 

Raffle Winners 

Jack Duval 
Rich Vossler 
Jason Scott 

Billy Headley 
I was not given a list of the items won by each individual, but Congratulations to 

all the winners. 



2012 Membership Dues are now Due please be sure to check with 

George Baker and get your dues paid for the year.  This money helps the club to 
pay for our fun times like the food at our Christmas party and many other items.  
Thank you again for your faithful membership. 

 

DEMONSTRATION 
Rich Vossler gave a wonderful demonstration of footed bowls.  He started that 
demonstration from the very beginning, showing us how he cuts the bowl blank 
from the piece of wood that he has and then mounted it to the lathe for the 
actual demonstration of the turning.  I liked the fact that he talked a little about 
how to cut out the bowl blank form the beginning, allowing us newbie's to get a 
little more insight into how we can make our own blanks without having to buy 
the already made bowl blanks. 
After mounting the bowl blank he turned the blank into the shape of a bowl 
leaving room on the end for forming the feet.  Rich made sure to tell us about all 
the various types of chucks that can be used in this project and he actually 
brought a homemade vacuum chuck for the demo.  The supply list for this will be 
at the end of the news letter for those who desire to attempt to make their own. 
After forming to bowl Rich used a rotary tool, like a foredom or dremel with flex 
shaft to cut away the extra wood to form the feet on the bottom of the bowl.  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

During the process of turning the bowl, I have to admit that I was talking and 
missed a lot of the demo.  The bowl turned out great, although he broke one of 
the feet.  It is nice to know that even the better turners make mistakes.  I will be 
sure to pay more attention to the demo next time, or better yet I challenge one of 
you to write up an article on the demo for the newsletter.  I do not want to be the 
only person writing articles.  So let's make that official, the next demonstration it 
is up to one of you to write the article with all the technical advice and the how it 
was made.  I will write another small article and the person with the best one gets 
published.  If no one turns one in the I guess you just get what I do.   

     I apologize to Rich for this article not being very technical, he deserves a better 
write up, but that does not negate the wonderful lesson that he gave.   

 

Vacuum Chuck Supply List 

To buy a rotary tool check out:   Rotarychisel.com 
tips used are:   CT-101-A  round 
     CT-100-A  round 
     CT-100-PS  Set of four 
 
Vacuum pump 
     Gast model 0523-101Q-G588DX (rotary vane--non lubricated) 
 



JT Turning Tools, LLC 
 Jtturningtools.com 
 Vacuum chucks 
 Vacuum system parts 
 
White Foam (do not get colored foam it stains the wood) 
 Michaels or Hobby Lobby 
 
Once you get the parts if you need help with putting it together I would suggest 
asking Rich for help.  I have not spoken to him about this but I am sure he is 
willing. 
 

AVW has a new President.  Due to a recent resignation Rich Vossler has taken 

over the position of club president.  He was voted into the office at the meeting 
and has already begun to make some changes.  He spoke to us about ideas that 
he would like to see implemented over the next few months.  The main thing he 
spoke of was developing a mentoring program for new turners, using the 
members that have the experience and desire to mentor new turners.  We are 
looking for both mentors and people desiring to learn from them.  At the next 
meeting I hope that we will get this program up and running.  If you are interested 
in helping or joining to learn be sure to ask ant the February meeting. 
     There was also mentioned several areas of turning that we are going to focus 
on for demonstrations to include: 
Sharpening tools, Spindle turning, Pen making, Chucks and jigs, bowl turning and 
many others.  We should have a list hopefully of when each session will be held at 
the next meeting. 

Our newly elected Club Officer's 
 
President   Rich Vossler 
Vice President  Elvin Rose 
Secretary   Lance Pearce 
Treasurer   George Baker 
Website   Marcus Cooper 
Newsletter   Doug Winter 
 

 



Editors Challenge 
 
I want to challenge all of you to write an article for the newsletter.  This can be 
written about anything related to or about woodturning.  You can also chose to 
write an article about an upcoming event or training that others might enjoy.  I 
would like to see others involved in the newsletter, helping to make it something 
that we all look forward to receiving and reading.  Being new to turning myself I 
have trouble creating good teaching articles, as well as good articles about the 
demo's.  My lack of turning skill does not allow me to create the level of articles 
that you all deserve.  So I challenge ALL of you to come up with ideas and write 
something of interest.  Just be sure to give it to me at the meeting or email it to 
me within a week after the meeting so I can add it to the newsletter.  I will not be 
able to publish all the articles in each newsletter but I will be sure to get it in one 
of them.  That is of course if you actually write one.   
    Are you up to the Challenge. 
 
Also I challenge the new members to make something, anything turned and bring 
it to the next meeting to share with the others.  I am guilty of making many items 
but have been hesitant to bring them to show and tell because they were not 
perfect.  Well I want to change this.  So if you have not brought something to 
show and tell because it is not perfect or up to par of the others, put your pride 
aside and just bring something.  How else are we going to get constructive 
criticism to help us learn more as turners.  So old and new members alike bring 
something to share with the others!  You get a free raffle ticket just for bringing 
it! 
 
 

A Note from the Library 
 
All of the VHS tapes have now been converted to DVD format for your viewing.  
The VHS tapes are still available but for those of us without a VHS there is DVD.  
Also we are getting more books and videos all the time so be sure to check out 
the selection.  It's just $2 a month to borrow from the library and you get to grow 
in your turning.   What a deal.   The money goes to help the club purchase more 
videos and books.  
 



 
 
 

 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT  

This month I took the time to stop and talk with Jason Scott.  Jason joined the club 
in January after coming to several meetings to see what it was all about.  He was 
raised in a military family, his father serving in the Air Force.  Born in New 
Hampshire but raised in upstate New York.  He has been woodworking with his 
father since he was about 6 or 7.  He bought a shop fox mini lathe about a month 
ago and has a desire to learn to turn.  His shop is in his shed and he has to pull out 
nearly everything to get his lathe out to turn.  That is dedication!   
     At 37 he works as a carpenter in the area and is married with no children at 
this time. Jason's wife works in a Lab doing Lab work.  He tells me she is the brains 
of the family.   He has a good sense of humor and has a desire to learn to turn 
bowls and spindle forms.  Jason needs lots of help with what it is that he needs to 
get going in turning.  He searches the internet looking for articles on turning.   
If you haven't meet Jason take the time to get to know him and help him learn the 
things he need to develop his turning skill.  Jason looks forward to the mentoring 
program that we are starting.   



     Being new to the club and turning I hope that people take the time to get to 
know Jason and help him with his desire to turn.  Welcome Jason to the Club. 
 
 
 
For those interested in the 2012 AAW Symposium it will be held in San Jose, CA 
this year.  If you plan on attending check out the AAW website for more 
information.   
 
The Virginia Wood turners Symposium will be held on September 15-16 at 
Fishersville, VA 
The main presenter this year is Jimmy Clewes 
 
The Details... 

When: September 15 & 16, 2012 

Time: Saturday - 8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Sunday - 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Location: Augusta Exposition and Entertainment Center 
(Expoland) 
Fishersville, VA 

Cost: Online pre-registration - $50/both days 
$30/one day 

At the door: $60/both days 
$35/one day 

Hotels: Hotel rooms are available at reduced rates for 
Symposium attendees. 

Myself and Lance are the reps for AVW and our next meeting for this is Jan. 22nd in 
Richmond.  If you are interested in learning more about this or helping check out the 
website at:   http://www.virginiawoodturners.com 

LESSONS FROM THE PRO'S 

The dreaded CATCH!  
It seems simple, but there are complicated forces taking place while you shape a revolving piece 

of wood with your turning tools. I want to simplify the process and put a language to catches. If 

you understand what causes a catch, you can eliminate the cause.  



 There are just four cuts in all of woodturning;  

  1) push cut, 

   2) pull cut,  

  3) scrape  

  4) sheer scrape.  

Let’s break down these cuts into two groups: 

  • The push and pull cut require bevel support to prevent catches.  

 • The scrape and sheer scrape require that you don’t violate the 90- degree       rule. 

More about that later.  

 

Start with sharp tools A primary aid to preventing catches is to turn with sharp tools. A sharp 

tool can sheer off those end grain fibers cleanly and smoothly. However, a dull tool will push, 

grab, and tear out end-grain fibers. You can have all the right techniques and still have trouble 

with catches if your tools are not sharpened properly and often. When using gouges and doing 

the push and pull cuts, most catches come from allowing the gouge to cut while not being 

supported by the bevel. Without bevel support, the cut will dig in violently in a split second. Big 

chunks of wood are ripped away. The bevel prevents the gouge from cutting too aggressively—it 

is a controlling factor.  
Inside the bowl Let’s first focus on the inside of a bowl, since that is where catches are most 

apt to occur because the inside of a bowl is where we are prone to lose bevel support. The 

direction the gouge wants to cut is along a line from the heel of the bevel to the sharp point of the 

edge.  The first approach is to relax and let the tool go where it wants to go. Relax the tool rest 

hand and direct the cut by moving the handle hand. You can get pretty good at white knuckling 

your way through a cut, but the surface left behind needs lots of sanding.  It is not much fun 

when a catch ruins the shape you intended. Relax and follow the direction the tool wants to go by 

steering it with the handle hand.  

Find the sweet spot You will hit the sweet spot for a clean cut with the flute pointing the 

direction you want to travel with your cut. The twist of the tool will have the flute pointing at a 

45-degree angle. Whenever possible, maintain this sheering cut to cleanly slice through each 

grain fiber as it spins past your tool. Your gouge cuts the shaving at the tip of the cutting edge. 

This may help: Think of the motion of an ice cream scoop scoop-ing out the inside of the bowl. 

You have one hand on the handle of the ice cream scoop and you follow the shape of the 

rounded scoop for your ice cream cone. Now with the bowl gouge, you follow the little tiny tip 

of the tool, or the bevel. Swing the tool handle to follow the contour of the vessel with the bevel. 

“Ride the bevel” is the usual term to describe this, but it is a terrible term. You don’t ride the 

bevel, you need to follow it gently. Riding the bevel too hard will result in a number of 

problems: burnishing the surface left behind, creating vibrations, and bouncing the bevel into any 

voids in the vessel. “Bevel-supported cut” is better.  

Bevel-supported cut One of the hardest things to accomplish is to start in a bevel supported cut. 

The tool wants to skate in a spiraling manner across the face of the wood when you touch the 

wood at a 45-degree angle. The bowl-gouge grind can make it easier to enter a cut.  
Hollowing systems  
When setting up your supported hollowing system for boring out the interior of a hollow vessel, 

make sure the scraper cutting tip is parallel to the floor and on the center line of the vessel and 

you will never get a catch. This set up will be cutting right at 90 degrees. (You can error slightly 



with the tool-rest position on the high side but never have the cutter below center in a hollow 

form.)  

If you choose to twist the cutter for a sheer cut, keep this in mind: When you angle one side of 

the cutter down to sheer scrape, the opposite side of the cutter is pointing up into the wood and 

will get grabble and produce a catch.  

 
 
Scraper strategy 
A scraper requires an entirely different process. Whenever a cutting edge touches the wood 

without the bevel support, a catch can occur. (The exception is the edge touching the wood at 

less than a 90-degree angle.) With a scraper positioned flat on the tool rest and parallel to the 

floor, the tool-rest height is critical. If the tool rest is high on the outside shape, (like a spindle) it 

gets risky. If the tool rest is too low on the inside shape, like a hollow form, it gets risky. 

This is why the popularity of negative rake scrapers came into vogue. The negative rake gives 

you extra insurance to not violate the 90-degree rule. With hand-held scrapers, you can change 

the angle at which the tool touches the wood by raising or lowering the handle. 
Move beyond fear 

The fear generated from catches is suffocating. If you walk up to the lathe with the fear of 

getting catches, you don’t know what fun you are missing. Do you fear taking one more cut? The 

fun and enjoyment starts by being in control. Taking “catch” out of your vocabulary will make 

turning a lot easier and more fun.  

You can watch others turn or read all the articles available and still have catch fear. I suggest 

getting some hands-on help. Take your turning fun to the next level. It is not necessary to pay 

loads of money to get some hands-on help.  

 

Borrowed from www.woodturner.org 

Please take the time to thank Mc Farland's for their continued support and letting 
us use their facility to hold our meetings.  Also stop by the store an make a 
purchase or two to show your support.  They give a members only discount for 
each club member.  Take advantage of that. 

I will check also to see what other stores give us a discount.  Check out the AAW 
website if you're a member there for a list of places that give discounts. 

Let the chips fly! 


