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March Newsletter 

NEXT MEETING:   April 7th, 9:00 AM at McFarland’s Mill 

2012 Membership Dues are now Due please be sure to check with George 

Baker and get your dues paid for the year.  This money helps the club to pay for our fun times like the 

food at our Christmas party and many other items.  Thank you again for your faithful membership to the 

club and we look forward to growing.   

NEWSLETTER EDITORS CHALLENGE 
 

Each month I am going to put out a challenge for any member to write an article for the newsletter. 
So far no one has taken the challenge. So here is my challenge: Write an article on shop safety like I 
did this month on dust in the shop. You can as I did borrow parts from an already published article 
but you must add your own comments and at least one paragraph for it to count. We can all learn 
from one another and so If we all take shop safety seriously then we can all learn something new 
form one another. Take the Challenge and see for yourself that your talents go far beyond turning. 
 

VIRGINIA WOOD TURNERS SYMPOSIUM 

 
The Virginia Wood turners Symposium will be held on September 15-16 at 
Fishersville, VA  
The main presenter this year is Jimmy Clewes  
When: September 15 & 16, 2012  
Time: Saturday - 8:00 am to 6:00 pm Sunday - 8:00 am to 3:00 pm  
Location: Augusta Exposition and Entertainment Center (Expoland) Fishersville, VA  
Cost: Online pre-registration - $50/both days $30/one day  At the door: $60/both days 
$35/one day  

http://avwoodturners.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8587d1d07fba6a49bd6c5b441&id=a27b88e600&e=df3e434e72


Hotels: Hotel rooms are available at reduced rates for Symposium attendees.  
Myself and Lance are the reps for AVW and our next meeting for this is Jan. 22nd in 
Richmond. If you are interested in learning more about this or helping check out the website 
at: http://www.virginiawoodturners.com  
 
 
Lesson for the Beginners:  I wanted to start a lesson section for new turners to help 
them/and me, to come up with things we can turn that are easy to do but also help to 
improve our time at the lathe and maybe make something we can sell to be able to buy more 
equipment or better quality wood.  So here is the first installment. 
 
 

TURNING A MUSHROOM 
 

People like mushrooms. I am not sure why, but they are a steady seller for me at craft fairs. One 

of the reasons is that I turn a lot of small ones to sell at about $3.00 each. This means that I have 

to turn them fast and furious. This is good because after the first hundred or so a challenge is 

needed to keep the turning going. Regardless of the size, I like to have them all proportional, 

which to me implies a height of two to three times the diameter. Occasionally I turn one a little 

more squat or a little longer but generally within this ratio. 

 

For a small mushroom I take a sapling and cut it into four to five inch 

long segments.  

 

I used to turn a tenon on the mushrooms, chuck them up and turn them, 

finishing off the cap on the lathe. Lately I find it just as easy and a touch 

faster to turn them between centers, pare off the top with a knife and cut 

the bottom on the band saw, and sand to finish. Here is one between 

centers, ready to go. I am not fussy about the piece being exactly 

centered since the sapling is not perfectly round and a bit off center 

lends character to the mushroom.   

I turn at about 2500 rpm. First I decide what the mushroom will look 

like as far as height and shape of cap and use the parting tool to mark 

the top and bottom. Two side by side cuts at the bottom of the cap leave 

room to work.  

 

Use a roughing cut to remove a lot of wood in a hurry. Roughing 

gouges are good as are bowl gouges or large spindle gouges. Here I am 

using a 1/4" Oland tool. First I outline the shape of the cap and refine 

with a skew or with the long bevel of the Oland tool. I like to stay with 

the one tool as much as possible for production turning. Leave at least 

an 1/4" tenon for the tail stock support.  
 

http://aroundthewoods.com/imgsmroom/im000626.jpg
http://aroundthewoods.com/imgsmroom/im000627.jpg
http://aroundthewoods.com/imgsmroom/im000628.jpg
http://aroundthewoods.com/imgsmroom/im000629.jpg


The stem or "stipe" is turned the same way. The cap is undercut using 

the Oland tool or a skew lying flat on the rest. It is not necessary to have 

the top very thin. Real mushrooms have a fairly thick top; small 

mushrooms rarely split; and big ones look better with a split or two, in 

my opinion.  
 

Having finished stipe and top with the Oland or skew, reduce the stem 

at the top with a 1/4" spindle gouge or skewchigouge or skew and 

remove the mushroom.  

 

 

ASK THE EXPERTS 
 

I am also looking to start a column called ask the experts.  I would like to 
get at least three or four of our members to be the experts and the rest of us 
can ask questions on anything concerning turning.  I know we get a chance 
at the meetings but sometimes the information only gets passed between 
two individuals.  With this in the newsletter I think we can get more 
information out to ALL the club members.  So if you're willing let me know 
at the next meeting or email me at Promisedwood@gmail.com.  Also if you 
have a question please email me at the same address, or write it down at the 
meeting so I can get the question answered for the next newsletter. 
 

Show and Tell 

                              
 
Tim Gregory made a Banksias pod Box and a yellow heart Logo Pen! 
The Logo was done at the school with a Laser engraver.  He used spray polish on the banksia 
pod box for the finish and friction polish on the pen. 

http://aroundthewoods.com/imgsmroom/im000630.jpg
http://aroundthewoods.com/imgsmroom/im000632.jpg


                     
    Tim's Pen              Tim's Banksia Box 
 
Mike Fraser made a Purple Heart Square box with feet, he used tung oil as the finish.  He 
also made a light for the lathe to be able to see inside while turning hollow forms.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Russell Kelvington made a Butcher Block Pen with walnut and Maple and used a CA finish 
on the pen. 
 

               
 
 
William Gregory made a bunch of Good Looking Pens and displayed them in a leather case.  
William is learning from his father, Tim, and is doing a wonderful job in his turning.  This 
young man has talent. 
 

                            
 
 



 
David Hickman made a Bud Vase with spalted maple and used a spray on finish.  The Goblet 
was also made by David using grapevine and there is no finish on the piece. 
 

                       
Some of the items were not signed in the Log and I was not paying close enough attention to 
give proper credit to the turner, so you get the pictures and no credit, sorry. 
 

                  

                                                 



                                         

 
 
 

                                
                               A Mexican Toy that was made for a Friend to use!   
 
A fun game/toy that can also be used as a great weapon when needed.  LOL 
You toss the ball up and try to catch it on the end of the handle.  It looks painful to me but 
we were told that they have a way of keeping score and that it is played all day long at times. 
 



                                                                       

    Jim Pitzvada made a bowls 
from maple, he used satin Lacquer for the finish after sanding to 12,000 grit.  He also used a 
Lancelot carving tool on the piece. 
 

WIN ONE TURN ONE 
 

Russel Kelvington won the wine one turn one, but Harriet was not there to present him 
with his item, he will pick it up at the next meeting. 

 

            
 
Talking about turning and watching the show and tell is always a great time during our 
meetings.  You can see the smiles and know that people are having fun and really happy to 
be here. 
                                                          



                                                                                                                    

 
 
 
I am sure that from now on everyone will sign up in the log for show and tell.  I am trying to 
take pictures and also think about setting up to do video of the Demo and cannot always get 
the names of each person with show and tell.  So be sure to sign the log book to get the 
credit that you desirve. 
 
Thank you to all who brought show and tell this month, although it was a light month on 
items its still a great way to show off how much you are learning and growing as a turner.  
Please remember that next month our challege is to bring something with a Lid.  So get in 
the shop and start turning! 
 
 

DEMONSTRATION TIME 
 

 
Once again we had one of our very on giving the Demonstration/Training for the day.  Scott 
Schlosser gave a wonderful presentation on Band Saw safety and sharpening your turning 
tools.   
    Scott took plenty of time to explain how to safely operate the band saw by showing us the 
various parts of the band saw and how to set them up for use.  During the demo I thought 
that the comments from the crowd added much to the discussion.  There were several times 
that we stop to discuss different ways of doing things on the band saw.  Scott kept us 
focused always on safety and made sure to explain each area of the saw well. 
    I especially like the fact that he brought a small band saw to use so those of us that do not 
have one at home or are unfamiliar with the tool could see exactly what he was refering to.   
    Scott talked about changing the blades, setting the guides and blade tension setting.  We 
recorded the demo so those of you who missed it can go back and watch the DVD when it 
gets done and goes to the library.   
     When Scott switched to sharpening he used his set up that he has at home, purchased 
from Pen State Industries.  Similar to the Wolverine system but according to Scott it comes 



with more troubles.  Scott demomstrated how to sharpen all the wood turners tools on this 
system as well as the wolverine system.  Saftey was also talked about and we should ALL be 
wearing eye protection while sharpening!   
    Thank you Scott for a wonderful Job! 
 

    
 

                                                           
 

 



                                                                 

 
      
                        
 
 

           
 



 
 

RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

Larry Williams    Banksia Pod 
Bill Headly    Exotic Box 
Charles Deeds   Bench Dogs 
Ray Elaschewich   CA Glue 
Doug Winter    Salad Bowl Finish 
????     Pen Set 
 
Again, I cannot keep up with all that is going on so be sure to let Vance or Mark know 
what you won so we can add it to the newsletter, and get your name correct.  
Congratulations to all the winners and good luck next month at our next raffle. 
 
 

LOCAL RESOURCES 
 
Some of you may already know about a wonderful place that my wife discovered for me 
as a source for local wood that may be purchased for turning.  
 
LOCAL WOOD is that name of the store, it is located at 40 Kimble Rd(Berryville Pike) 
just outside of Berryville, VA.  The owner Scott Carpenter is just learning about what 
turners need and want for turning.  He has a large supply of locally grown hardwoods 
that he generally cuts into boards, but I discovered that he also has a few items like burls 
that he sells to turners.  I talked with Scott last saturday after or meeting and he would 
love to learn more of what the turners in the area desire for turning material.  I am sure 
that he would be willing to cut the items for you as well as you being able to purchase 
some of the already cut crotches and burls that he sells for a low price of $7 each.  His 
number is 540-955-9522 and the hours of operation are Mon-Friday-8am-430 pm as 
well as Saturday from 930am to 1 pm or by appointment.  Please stop buy and visit with 
Scott and his crew, help him to learn what it is that turners need and we can grow 
together.  I love supporting local business.   
 
They are on the web at www.localwoodva.com 
 
We all know about McFarlands Mill as a wonderful resource for Rockler items and wood 
as well.  They have supported the club for many years.  Be sure to stop by the store and 
visit them and make a purchase large or small to help thank them for thier contimued 
support.  Be sure to as for prices on available wood for turning as well as for your home 
projects.  They are also on the web at  www.mcfarlandsmill.com or give them a call at 
540-667-2272.  You get a discount there if your a member of the club! 
 
I have not received the list of business that give us a discount yet, but as soon as I do it 
will be in the next newsletter. 
 



Dealing with Torn Grain 

Overview: Torn grain is one of the more difficult challenges for new and 
intermediate wood turners. Sometimes, even with the sharpest tools and the 
best techniques, you can get torn grain while turning. Reversed grain areas, 

soft or punky wood next to sound wood, density differences between early 

and late wood, wild grain and other situations can sometimes cause grain 
tear out when turning. Some species are more susceptible to grain tear out 

than others, but there are effective ways to deal with this challenge so your 
sanding will be easier. 

 

Preventing Torn Grain 

One of the best ways to prevent grain tear out is to stop and sharpen your 
gouge if you notice any areas that are not cutting cleanly. The edge life on 

your gouge is highly variable, therefore our first and best response to any 
cutting problem we encounter while turning, is to stop and sharpen our 

tools. If that does not solve the problem, then you still have lots of options 

available to improve the quality of your surface.  

One quick and easy way to improve the cut quality in a torn grain area is to 
apply paste wax to the area. Simply wipe a small amount of paste wax (I 

use Renaissance Microcrystalline Wax) into the stubborn area and take 
another cut with your freshly sharpened gouge. This can be quite effective 

on some timbers as the wax helps to stiffen the fibers slightly, so they can 
cut cleanly.  

Another option is to spray a bit of clear lacquer onto the area. Allow the 
lacquer to dry and take another cut with your gouge. This is highly effective 

on many timbers, so give it a try. Spray Shellac also works well, but I do not 
always have it on hand, so I use Lacquer most of the time. Lacquer dries 

very fast and really helps to stiffen the torn fibers to allow them to be cut 
cleanly. 

 



Shear Scraping to Remove Torn Grain 

 

 

 

Power Sanding to Remove Damage 

Last but not least, you can power sand the torn grain and remove it with 
abrasives. This is the least desirable option for many people, as very few 

wood turners like to sand! However, at times this may be your last, best 
option. If you have a small patch of torn grain that you want to sand, lock 

your lathe spindle and lightly power sand the specific area before you begin 
sanding the rest of the bowl. 

When you have removed the damage, unlock the lathe spindle; turn on the 
lathe and sand as normal. The area you worked on with the lathe off will be 

blended into the rest of the surface and should disappear. If your damage is 
very deep, this option may leave a dip in the surface. There are no doubt 

other ways to repair surface damage, but these have been the most reliable 

If you do not want to apply anything to the 

surface, consider shear scraping the area with 

a freshly sharpened scraper. When we shear 

scrape, we hold the angle of the cutting edge 

at 45 degrees and lightly skim the area with 

the scraper. This will produce feather light 

shavings that look like goose down. Shear 

scraping is an excellent technique to deal with 

torn grain and offers a side benefit as well - 

less sanding. 

A properly shear scraped surface can reduce 

your abrasive protocol up to 50%, by allowing 
you to start sanding as high as 320-grit. If you 

have my DVD video on bowl turning, there are 
a couple of segments on shear scraping the 

outside and the inside of a bowl that shows 
this technique clearly. Trust me, you really 

want to learn how to shear scrape! I use it 
primarily to reduce sanding, but it works 

equally well to repair damaged areas. 

 

Shear scraping a platter 

rim with an Irish ground 
bowl gouge. 

http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com/bowl-turning.html


for me over the years and I encourage you to give one or more of them a try 

the next time grain tear out rears its ugly head in your studio. 

Article taken from Woodturning VideosPlus.com  written by Steven D. Russell a regular 
featured writer for the Guild of Master Craftsman's magazine, published in England. 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

It was a small turn out this month, we had our President, Vance, out giving a demo at 
another club.  I know he did great!  But we also had a few of the regular people not here 
this week.  Our show and tell had a very low turn out and I hope that next month those 
of you who were unable to attend will be back for our next meeting, just know that you 
are missed.  Sometimes life gets in the way of the fun things that we all enjoy.   I enjoy 
our meetings and look forward each month to see what you bring to the show and tell.  I 
have learned that it does not have to be perfect, or even finished to bring in and share 
with the others.  It is very encouraging to see that even the younger members of the club 
are getting in on the act of bringing their creations to share with the others.  I would like 
to be sure to get as many pictures of each item as I can for the newsletter, and also make 
sure that I get the names right.  There is a sign up sheet on the table where we do show 
and tell each time we meet, be sure to sign it and leave any comments that you would 
like to have added to the newsletter with your work.  Thank you for allowing all of us to 
see your wonderful work and please keep it up! 

 
Until next month, be sure to get some time in your shop turning anything that your 
heart desires.  You cannot learn without doing.  Be sure to bring something to show and 
tell, and most of all HAVE FUN. 
 
 Next Month:     Ervin Stutzman demos Platters and Flat Forms 
 
      Show and Tell challenge is "something with a lid"       
 

Apple Valley Wood turners Officers  

 
President: Rich Vossler rvossler@gbp.com 540-327-6455  

Vice Pres: Mark Zimmerman mbzimmerman@comcast.net 540-722-4914  

Treasurer: George Baker gbbaker1@frontiernet.net 304-876-3444  

Secretary: Lance Pearce avwsecretary@visuallink.com 540-667-6412 

Newsletter Editor: Doug Winter promisedwood@gmail.com 540-686-6063 
 
 
If you want to place an ad for a for sale item please email me a short note with a 
description of the item and asking price, be sure to list your contact information as well. 
 
Until then "Let the Chips Fly" 


