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April Newsletter 

NEXT MEETING:   May 5th, 9:00 AM at McFarland’s Mill. 

2012 Membership Dues are now PAST Due!!! Please be sure to check with George Baker and get your dues paid for the year.  

This money helps the club to pay for our fun times like the food at our Christmas party and many other items.  Thank you again for your 

faithful membership to the club and we look forward to growing.  Please be sure to bring a friend or neighbor that might want to become 

involved.  We have plenty of room for growth.   

 

Demonstration:     Ervin Stutzman demos Platters and Flat Forms 
      

                      
 

Platters are a very useful woodturning project. They are typically turned from wood 1 1/2 to 2 inches thick and are usually 12 to 16 

inches diameter. Typical uses are for serving crackers, cookies, etc.  Ervin presented a wonderful demo on platter turning.  He stressed 

the face that you needed to go slowly with your turning, not the speed of the lathe but with the actual blade to wood part of the 

project.  Making shallow cuts and having a design in mind before you start the project is something that is very important to 

remember.  He used a screw center faceplate to hold the wood to the lather.  Ervin did state that this was his preferred method but 

you could use whatever you were comfortable with in holding the wood to the lathe.  He also used the tailstock to hold the platter in 

place firmly and to help increase safety and decrease vibration.  Start by truing the edge of the platter and then layout your dovetail 

recess for remounting the platter when turning the back side or bottom.  Fully turn the inside of the platter then reverse and turn the 

outside of the platter.  Ervin also stated that when it comes to design that you have the ability to make it appear however you wish, 

adding rings or other items to jazz up the turning.  He used a three sided turning tool that he made for drill stock for some of the detail 

work.   

     I was amazed at how easily he turned the platter.  I thought that they were hard to turn but the demo showed me otherwise.  As 

long as you take your time and have a pattern in mind it's for me easier than turning a full bowl.  Thank you Ervin for a wonderful job. 

 

 

http://avwoodturners.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8587d1d07fba6a49bd6c5b441&id=a27b88e600&e=df3e434e72


 

  



 

 

SHOW AND TELL!! 
 

 



 



 

 
 

Show and tell list of presenters and items presented on April 7th 2012. 

Mike Fraser  3 square winged bowls made form walnut and finished with Tung Oil. 

Harriet Maloney Pepper Mill made from Paduk and finished with Oil and Wax 

   2 bowls made from Silk Oak from Florida and finished with oil and wax, both turned 
   completely green 

Gene Nichols  Spalted Maple bowl made form Spalted Maple and finished with sealer 

Allen Baker  Walnut Egg made from Walnut and finished with Lacquer 

 



 
John C Armel  Bowl with Lid made from Popular and Purple heart wood, finished with lacquer 

Russell Kelington Key ring toothpick holder made from Elm and finished with 8 coats of CA glue 

William Gregory Several pens and pencils made from Acrylic and various woods, finished with CA glue and 

   linseed oil, GREAT JOB WILLIAM!!! KEEP IT UP! 

Charles Taylor  3 segmented bowls, Natural Edge, and 3 boxes made form Marnda, Maple, Walnut and 

   Butternut, finished with hard Pen Finish and Tung Oil. 

Mark Zimmerman 1 walnut bown, nautral edge, 1 ash/walnut candy bowl, and 1 black spruce burl candle 

   holder, made from walnut, ash, and black spruce burl, finished with spray lacquer. 

Tim Gregory  Banksia Pod box, Sea Urchin box, Spin top, made form banksia pod, African walnut, 

   maple and cherry, finished with Watco finish and he used a Laser to put the image on the 

   spin top. 

Rich Vossler  Natural edged bowl made from Bradford pear finished with salad bowl finish and a lidded 

   box made from spalted maple and finished with wipe on poly. 

Tom Zepeda  3 natural edge bowl made from Ash and he burned the bowls for effect, also distressed the 

   natural edge oak bowl, finished with Walnut oil. 

Thank you all for your wonderful works, I am trying to get the names right and also making sure to have the correct 

information.  If you find something wrong let me know so I can correct it in the next issue.  If I can I will put the item 

with a picture of you, I am still learning all of you so be patient with me please. 

 

WIN ONE TURN ONE 
 

  Dave Hickman won the Keychain/Toothpick holder form Russell Kelvington   

 

RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

Maple Bowl blank----Mike Frazier 

Pen Display----Doug Winter 

Banksia Pod----Daniel Schlosser 

Club T-Shirt----John Armel 

Pen Blanks----Tim Gregory 

 

 

REMEMBER May is Bring something for Mom month and also be 

sure to bring your Home made jigs and other accessories that you have 

developed to help your turning!   
 

 

 



 

Here are some simple tips from online at:  Around the Woods 
 

Finishing Turntable 
This is just two pieces of scrap plywood connected with lazy Susan bearing. I anticipated using it for finishing large 

items and seem to use it for almost everything, including putting roughed bowls on it for applying wax. You do not 

have to worry about the surface and it makes it easy to swing around to all sides. 

 

Cutting Round Stuff on the Bandsaw 
If you have tried to cut round dowelling or the like on the band saw, you may have had it grabbed and turned on you. 

This can scare you half to death; draw a piece of you into the blade; twist and ruin the blade; and or ruin the wood. A 

"C" clamp or "F" clamp will give you a hand hold and a solid point of reference against which the wood can not turn. 

 

Lathe Bed Parts Tray Occasionally it is handy to hold small stuff on the lathe in 

easy reach, like a bit of finish or a finishing pad or small tools or fittings or what 

have you. I made a small table from scrap plywood and a bit of left over molding 

for sides. A small piece of scrap that fits the space between the ways gives 

stability. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Make a bowl depth gauge  

In response to some questions raised about using a metal tap in wood, here is a simple 

tip that is handy to most turners. A bowl gauge is used to identify how far you have 

gone in a bowl or vase. Cut a piece of wood as long as you plan on turning a bowl 

diameter plus a couple of inches. I.e. a guage for ten inch maximum bowls will use a 

twelve inch long piece of wood. Drill a 7/32" hole at center, rotate the wood 90 

degrees and drill a 1/4" hole. Use a 1/4" x 20 tap to thread the 7/32" hole. Insert a 

piece of 1/4" dowel through the unthreaded hole and a 1/4" bolt or thumbscrew 

through the threaded hole. The dowel is set to desired depth and the wood piece serves 

as a stop at the bowl's edges. A hint I learned from Jacques Vessery is to replace the 

dowel with an antenna from a portable radio when doing long vases. It is light and 

easily retractable for storage. If you can not find an antenna, I find a magnetic pickup 

from the dollar store to work well.  

 

 

http://aroundthewoods.com/imgswip03/image47.jpg
http://aroundthewoods.com/imgswip03/image50.jpg
http://aroundthewoods.com/imgstips/im000199.jpg
http://aroundthewoods.com/imgstips/im000200.jpg


 

A simple marking gauge 
I like to use a pencil in a marking gauge but this is as easily made by driving a nail 

through the end of the dowel and sharpening the tip with a file. Cut a piece of wood to 

desired shape and drill a hole for a 1/2" dowel. Drill a 7/32" hole at right angles into 

the first hole through the edge of the wood piece. Tap the 7/32" hole 1/4" x 20 for a 

standard 1/4"bolt. Drill a hole in the end of the dowel large enough for a pencil to fit 

comfortably and a 7/32" hole at right angles. Tap the 7/32" hole 1/4" x 20 for a set 

screw or short bolt. Insert the bolts, dowels and pencil. 

 

Make a Burning Wire 
A simple decorative line can be made on a piece by holding a wire to it while it turns. 

Holding both ends of the wire in your bare hands can be hot and cutting. A quick 

solution is to go to the sports store or the sports section of the hardware and buy a few 

wire leaders from the fishing section. One is sufficient but they are usually carded so 

make a few for friends. Take or make a couple of dowels and insert screw eyes in the 

centers. Clip one end of the leader to one eye and open the other eye with pliers. Inert 

the loop on the leader and close the eye. To try it out first cut a small groove in a 

spindle. Holding one handle of the wire in each hand, press the wire into the spinning 

wood until the smoke comes up. Done.  

Hint: I find the leaders come with a wire braid that quickly heats off but the core lasts 

for ages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UP Coming Events 
 

2012 VIRGINIA WOOD TURNERS SYMPOSIUM 

 
The Virginia Wood turners Symposium will be held on September 15-16 in Fishersville, VA  
The main presenter this year is Jimmy Clewes  
 
When: September 15 & 16, 2012  
Time: Saturday - 8:00 am to 6:00 pm Sunday - 8:00 am to 3:00 pm  
Location: Augusta Exposition and Entertainment Center (Expoland) Fishersville, VA  
Cost: Online pre-registration - $50/both days $30/one day At the door: $60/both days $35/one day  
Hotels: Hotel rooms are available at reduced rates for Symposium attendees.  
Myself and Lance are the reps for AVW . If you are interested in learning more about this or helping check out 
the website at: http://www.virginiawoodturners.com  
 
All of the Demonstrators form AVW will be allowed to attend the event FREE of charge, this INCLUDES you 
wife and children as well.  Free for the entire family.   Please be sure to get with Doug after our next meeting for 
more details as to what you need to bring with you for the event.  As always THANK YOU for helping with this 
and representing AVW at the symposium. 
 You must be an active member of AAW to be a Demonstrator at the Symposium.  So if you are signed up to 
demo please be sure to have your membership up to date.  This is for insurance purposes. 

http://aroundthewoods.com/imgstips/im000201.jpg


 

Keynote Demonstrators 

Jimmy Clewes 
 

 Ebony and Argentium inlayed African 
Drum Style Box  

 

Jimmy Clewes is not your ordinary wood turner. Upon a first meeting one would think of him as a renegade, a free thinker and not 
within the stereotypical image of a wood turner.  

Jimmy is on the Register of Professional Woodturners in the United Kingdom and a member of the American Association of 
Woodturners. He has over 22 years of experience in woodturning and woodworking. The demand for his services as a freelance 
demonstrator and teacher has taken him all over the world including his homeland of the United Kingdom, Europe, Canada, Norway, 
Finland, New Zealand and now his new home in the United States. 

When asked what drives him, he shares, “My energy comes from those around me. When I can stir the creativity of one’s mind, which 
for me is very satisfying. As with any art form, expression is only limited as one’s mind and I want to ‘raise the bar’ and create an 
awareness of the art form that has been virtually unknown to most people.” 

His charming British style, unending wit, creative mind and magnetic personality are only some of the attributes that make him popular 
in the woodturning demonstration circuit. 

Saturday Presentation 

A lidded box showing how to inlay an Ebony Disc with Argentium. I also show what I think is the easiest way to get a perfectly 

fitting lid and a box scraping tool that will cut into the grain to hollow and across the bottom of the piece to finish leaving a 

perfect corner cut if desired! 

Sunday Presentation 

                                 An End Grain Vase from Wet Wood 

This Piece is turned from wet wood showing the delight of a sharp tool. The shape and form is a simple but beautiful 

“Ogee”. I turn and explain how I turn these my way! 



 

Brian Noble-Marx 

 

Brian Noble-Marx was raised in Springfield, Virginia, and his love for woodworking has been cultivated by many skilled woodworkers 
and artisans, supportive family and friends, and his own unique experiences. As a child, the family often took trips that led them across 
the United States and to other countries. The cultures of these unique places have strongly influenced Brian’s artwork. 

Brian's career in woodworking began in the mid nineties. His experience in fine woodworking encompasses a diverse range of skills. He 
is a unique artist because of his ability to do different forms of woodworking such as turning, carving, and furniture making. Brian also 
has training in jewelry design, metalsmithing, casting and welding which allows him to create a variety of accents for custom pieces.  

Brian works full time as a woodworker and instructor in the Richmond, VA area. He teaches several classes a month at the local 
Woodcraft store in a variety of subjects. His studio is located near his home. 

=========================================================================================== 

 

 Turn-On! Chicago   2012   August 3-5, 2012  The Conference Center at the University of Saint Mary of the 

Lake  

Mundelein, Illinois  

     The Chicago Woodturners are happy to announce that the 3rd biennial Turn-On! Chicago symposium will be held 

from August 3-5, 2012.   It will once again be on the scenic wooded grounds at The Conference Center at the 

University of Saint Mary of the Lake in the northern suburbs of Chicago.  

     This year we have expanded the event to three full days with a total of 16 demonstrators doing 60 demonstrations 

in 12 rotations. The featured demonstrators include Eli Avisera, Stuart Batty, Dixie Biggs, Kurt Hertzog, John Jordan, 

and Bob Rosand.   Also included is a tradeshow, full meal package, and instant gallery. Also included is a  banquet 

and auction conducted by the AAW's John Hill on Saturday evening.  You will find more information about the 

symposium on our brochure.  

     Registration is now open and has limited attendance.  I hope you can join us.   It is an excellent opportunity to meet 

fellow woodturners in a relaxing environment while you learn the latest techniques from some of the best woodturners 

in the field.   Visit our website for more details and instructions regarding registration.  This site will be continually 

updated in the coming months as details are finalized for rotations and topics so periodically check back.  

 

==================================================================================== 

 

FOR SALE 
 
Greetings All,  
I operate a part-time Sawmill and Kiln drying business in Northern VA.  I am currently running out of storage 
space for my kiln dried lumber and will be holding a 1-day-only sale on Saturday 12 May 2012.  
 



 
I have a range of local species available in random widths and lengths.  Lots of short stuff.   Details, address, 
times, and map are on the attached pdf flyer.  I also have a fair amount of air-dried old growth (tree was 350 yr 
old) white oak.   
 
Spread the word to your woodworking friends and come on out.  
 
Dave Buckwalter 
Got Logs ? LLC 
Remington VA  
888 383-3519 
www.gotlogs.biz 
 

==================================================================================== 

 

For Sale: Carry-on enclosed 5 X 10 trailer, set-up for craft shows; 2004; vertical storage for 6 tables; 

overhead cabinet. Asking $1200. Call Robert Van Meter at 540-877-2184 after 8:30 PM. 
 

==================================================================================== 

 
 

For Sale:  1 Craftsman 10" Band Saw on stand with approx 12 new blades, its 5/8 HP and runs well. 



 

Also have a Craftsman Planer on stand runs well.  Asking $150 for the Band Saw and $200 for Planer. 

Please call Bill Headley at 540-722-4264 for more information or to see the items. 

Pictures do not do justice to these items.   

 

WANTED TO BUY 
 

I am looking to buy or be offered used turning tools, I am looking for bowl gouges, spindle gouges or any used 

tool that I can practice sharpening on and maybe even eventually use the tool itself.  I have ruined several of my 

own tools learning to sharpen the, so if you have any you willing to give me or sell me at a low price please let 

me know.  Doug Winter 540-686-6063.  They do not need to be in good shape. 

 

I am also always looking for wood to make pens with, so save those small scraps and let me know I will take 

them off your hands or buy them from you.   

 

  

 

 

Apple Valley Wood turners Officers 

 
President: Rich Vossler rvossler@gbp.com 540-327-6455 

Vice Pres: Mark Zimmerman mbzimmerman@comcast.net 540-722-4914 

Treasurer: George Baker gbbaker1@frontiernet.net 304-876-3444 

Secretary: Lance Pearce avwsecretary@visuallink.com 540-667-6412 

Newsletter Editor: Doug Winter promisedwood@gmail.com 540-686-6063 
 
 


