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Editors Note: 

 
 

 

 

 

This will be my last newsletter, some of you may be happy 

about that because I have been known to be late with it from 

time to time, life happens outside of woodturning and I make 

no excuses for living my life.  I have to say that I have enjoyed 

every moment of my time with AVW and getting to know all of 

you has been wonderful.  I have grown in my woodturning 

abilities and confidence 100% by being a part of this great club. 

Until recently I thought that I was doing a good job with the 

newsletter and then I recieved a nasty email from a member 

that you all know.  I responded to him with unkind words as 

well and I should not have, for that I appologize to him and you 

all.  It should not have happened at all.  I am still able to 

complete this last newsletter and I am proud of it.  There are a 

few things missing but a few more added as well. 

My wife and I will be moving back to Colorado and I will be 

joining a new club there, I have already made contact with 

them.  But we both wanted to say Thank you for everything, 

from allowing us to cook for you to allowing me to do the 

newsletter and represent the club with the VA Symposium.  It 

has been an honor to know all of you.  

Keep Turning. 

Doug Winter 

http://applevalleywoodturners.org/
mailto:rvossler@gbp.com
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mailto:rvossler@gbp.com
mailto:mbzimmerman@comcast.net
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President’s update: 
 
 

September meeting – Finishing Techniques: 

The September meeting was a group effort that I enjoyed seeing.  Many people came ready to pass 

on thoughts, ideas and finishing tips among our fellow club members.  Our group has a lot of talent 

and years of experience, my thanks to all who shared their wisdom with the rest of us.  In so doing 

we fulfill our purpose as our By-Laws state we are to, “share ideas and techniques regarding this 

craft.”   I am glad we are remaining faithful to our charter.  I have been a member of other types of 

clubs in the past and it has been my experience that none of them have been as friendly, welcoming 

and willing to mentor newer members as the people of the woodturning community.  It is wonderful 

that we can count ourselves as part of that group.  

 

October Meeting – Segmented Turning: 

Scott Schlosser is back again teaching segmented turning; only this time around he will be demoing 

open segmented turning.   I have always enjoyed Scott’s professional teaching manor and thorough 

preparation so I am certain there will be much to be gained by attending the October meeting.  The 

challenge for that meeting is to turn a platter or plate. 

 

What’s up with me?  It has been a busy month, more business travel than usual, the birth of my first 

grandchild, and the Virginia Symposium to prepare for.  As I write this I find myself amazed that I am 

leading one of the mentoring sessions at the symposium.  Only two years ago I was attending my 

first symposium and I was in awe of the talent there.  At the time I knew so little about turning.  I was 

like a big sponge wanting to soak up all the cool things I was seeing and learning.  I can hardly 

believe all that I have learned in only two years.  I fully acknowledge that I am not a professional and 

I have much yet to learn, but in the spirit of our charter I remain more than willing to pass on what 

has been freely given to me. 

 

One more thing I should mention, my family is having a reunion in Ohio the first weekend in October 

so I won’t be able to attend our October meeting although I did turn a platter for the challenge, oh 

well!  Mark Zimmerman has graciously agreed to lead that meeting.  Since I won’t be there to help, 

please lend him a hand for set up, the raffle, clean up, or wherever he needs you to help.  Thank you 

in advance.   

 

Safe turning.   

Rich 
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August 2012   SHOW & TELL 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                               
Rich Vossler    Mike Fraser     Jim Greer 

 

                                 
John Armel    Mike Fraser 

 

                       
         Mike Fraser 

                   
Mike Fraser         Don Maloney 
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Tony Demasi    Tony Demasi    Tony Demasi 

 

 

                        
 

Daniel Sampson   Daniel Sampson 

 

 

Show and tell was kind of short this month, on top of that I did not get the list of who made what when I left 

the meeting.  So I am using my memory to figure it out, if it is wrong I am sorry.   

 

Since I left the meeting without getting the name I obviously did not get the materials that they were made out 

of. 

 

 

Demonstrations by club members on Finishing 
 

 

                                       
Tim Speaking on his finishing techniques. 

                 Remember we have a large library ! 
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Show and tell was a little light but great!    Tim again on finishing 

 

 

                                       
  Tim and Russ sharing      Russ demonstrating his buffing skills 

 

 
 

Russ buffing away. 

 

 

I have to say that I think the demonstrations went well at this meeting; it is always 

wonderful to have our own people sharing their techniques with all of us.  Tim and Russ 

both have developed great finishing techniques and Russ has grown so much in the past 4 

years that he was a demonstrator at the VA woodturners Symposium as well as Scott 

Schlosser, and Mark Zimmerman, Terry Lund.   Harriet & Don Maloney as well as Scotts 

Schlossers son Daniel worked with future turners as well as answering any questions that 

came up in that area.  Harriet and Don both assisted in getting my wife Beth to turn her first 

bowl.  Thank to you all for your great work and volunteering your time. 
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2012 VA Woodturners Symposium 

 
 

 

     As I mentioned earlier we had several of our members demonstrating at the Symposium this year, 

and they all did a wonderful job.   

 
     The feature demonstrators were Jimmy Clewes and Brian Noble-Marx.  

     Jimmy Clewes showed his technique for producing a square lidded box, as well as a vase.  He was 

a joy to watch and added plenty of humor to the show.  Jimmy even walked around the symposium 

talking with anyone that wanted a minute with him.  Both of his demonstrations were very well 

attended.   
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Noble-Marx demonstrated a 3-piece wall hanging with deep relief features, using only hot melt glue 

and masking tape to chuck the pieces. His demonstrations were attended jsut as well as Jimmys 

were, he too added some humor to his demonstrations. 

 

 
 

 

Here are some pictures from the Symposium in case you did not get to attend this year.  It was a 

blast to be on the board and I think that Mark Zimmerman will be taking my spot for 2014.   

 

The main floor with the Vendors 

    
 

 

Future Turners Area, notice Daniel teaching!! 
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Fred Williamson made his own lathe and tools. 

                      

             
     Fred making a bowl.      I tried a hollowing system out. 

 

   
 

Wood sales were wonderful.    Harriet at Future Turnes helping out.
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I do not know how many of you have computers but I am willing to bet that quite a few of you do.  I have been 
searching for truning web sites for a long time, picking up them here and there and thought that it would be a good 
thing to share with everyone.  Although its not the best list ever put together it is more than just a few. 
 
Woodturning sites 
 
http://www.mcfarlandsmill.com 
http://www.woodturner.org/ 
http://www.woodturningonline.com 
http://www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org/ 
http://www.catoctinareaturners.org/ 
http://www.woodcraft.com/ 
http://jerryprosise.com/customized-mentoring/ 
http://www.segmentedturning.com/ 
http://www.woodcentral.com/ 
http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com 
http://www.woodturnertools.com/ 
http://woodturnerpro.com 
http://www.woodturningdesign.com/ 
http://www.donpencil.com/ 
http://www.vegawoodworking.com 
http://www.turningwood.com/ 
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/ 
http://www.bealltool.com/ 
http://www.teknatool.com/ 
http://www.grizzly.com/ 
http://www.australianburls.com/ 
http://www.burlsource.com/ 
http://www.dayacom.com.tw/ 
http://www.woodworkersinstitute.com 
http://woodworking.rockler.com 
http://www.luv2turn.com 
http://www.leevalley.com 
http://www.kurthertzog.com/ 
http://www.oneway.ca/ 
http://www.packardwoodworks.com 
http://rizaydog.webs.com/woodturningsupplies.htm 
http://www.turnaboutwood.com/ 
http://www.penmakersguild.com/ 
https://www.lylejamieson.com/ 
 
 
 
This is about half of what I have on my PC but each site also lists more site links that I find are very helpful in finding 
more and more sites to look at and maybe learn from.  I did not give a description of each because I find it more fun 
to explore them on my own.  I have checked each and every site to make sure it is legitimate and there is no porn 
or other offensive material on them.  I hope this helps some with your learning.  If you find some more sites that 
you would like to share please give them to the newsletter editor for future list. 
 
 
 

 

Elections for officers are fast approaching please 

be thinking if YOU would like to run for an office.   

http://www.mcfarlandsmill.com/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturningonline.com/
http://www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org/
http://www.catoctinareaturners.org/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://jerryprosise.com/customized-mentoring/
http://www.segmentedturning.com/
http://www.woodcentral.com/
http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com/
http://www.woodturnertools.com/
http://woodturnerpro.com/
http://www.woodturningdesign.com/
http://www.donpencil.com/
http://www.vegawoodworking.com/
http://www.turningwood.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.bealltool.com/
http://www.teknatool.com/
http://www.grizzly.com/
http://www.australianburls.com/
http://www.burlsource.com/
http://www.dayacom.com.tw/
http://www.woodworkersinstitute.com/
http://woodworking.rockler.com/
http://www.luv2turn.com/
http://www.leevalley.com/
http://www.kurthertzog.com/
http://www.oneway.ca/
http://www.packardwoodworks.com/
http://rizaydog.webs.com/woodturningsupplies.htm
http://www.turnaboutwood.com/
http://www.penmakersguild.com/
https://www.lylejamieson.com/
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I have wanted to bring a BLAST FROM the PAST article for a while so here is the first one. 
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Using Buffing Wheels 
with Oil and Wax Finishes 

 

 

Many woodturners, myself included, feel that a good quality finish can make or break a piece. If you turn an average quality project and apply 

a superb finish, the finish enhances and raises the overall perception of the piece. Similarly, if you turn a superb quality project and apply a 
poor quality finish to it, the finish will detract from the overall perception of the piece. 

Remember, as humans we see with our eyes and feel with our hands and fingers. Woodturning is very much a touch me, feel me type of art 

form. If you look at an oil painting in a gallery, your impression is going to be formed from the visual perception you make as you view it. The 

subject itself, colours, texture of the paint strokes etc., combine to form your visual interpretation and perception of the painting. Since you 
can’t touch the painting itself, your perception of it is limited to the visual cues you are able to obtain. 

However with a woodturning, our perception includes not only the visual look of the piece (colour, grain character, figure, etc.) but also how 

the piece feels in our hands. When you pick up a woodturning and run your hands over it, you get a certain tactile feedback – soft and silky, 

textured, rough, etc. When someone picks up one of our finished pieces, we want him or her, to experience it exactly as we intended. 

Its visual form, colour, texture, lustre and finished tactile surface quality all combine to produce the intended perception of the piece. No 

matter what finish you choose, using buffing wheels on the cured surface will enhance the look and feel of your work. 

Getting Started Using Buffing Wheels - Tools Required 

There are numerous tools and set-ups that are available to help you buff your work. These include dedicated stations with multiple buffing 

wheels, lathe mounted buffing wheels and freehand buffers that are used off the lathe, with rotary powered tools. In my studio, I use all three 

options, although I prefer the lathe mounted and freehand options for most of my finish deluxing work. 

Dedicated electric buffing equipment is available, but it can be expensive and few models offer the option for varying the speed of the buffing 

wheels in use. Lathe mounted buffing arbors are inexpensive and use a Morse Taper, or spindle adaptor to mount the buffing wheel directly 

into or onto the spindle on your lathe. 

Since your lathe is variable speed already, either by changing the belt location or by adjusting the variable speed electronic controls, it’s a 
simple matter to alter the buffing wheel’s speed. If you are buffing a finish and want to lighten the aggressiveness of the buff, simply turn the 

speed down a few revs and find the “sweet spot” for that particular finish. 

Setting Up A Simple Lathe Mounted System 
For Using Buffing Wheels 

Lathe mounted systems offer the ability to quickly change the buffing wheels when used with quick-change spindle adaptors. A Morse Taper 

buffing adaptor is available that will allow you to mount an 8” cloth wheel onto the end of the adaptor. For situations that require more space 
than the standard adaptor allows (deep bowls for example), a Morse Taper extension is available that will extend the distance from the lathes 

spindle threads. 

If you’re just setting up a buffing station, I recommend a lathe mounted buffing station. It will save you lots of money over a dedicated station 

and will offer superior results vs. single speed buffers. You will need the following: 

 A #2 (or the correct size MT you require) Morse Taper Buffing Adaptor 

 Three - 8” Cloth Buffing Wheels - one for White Diamond, one for Tripoli and one for waxes that will not use compounds 

 1 Bar of White Diamond Buffing Compound 

 1 Bar of Tripoli Buffing Compound 

Buffing Wheels Overview: Buffing the finish after it has fully cured is one of the most 

important things you can do to improve the overall quality of your woodturnings. This is a 

critical last step in the overall finishing process and one that can (if done properly) dramatically 
improve the look and feel of your woodturnings. 

Many new woodturners are surprised to learn that turning the wood itself typically represents 

only about 25% of their efforts. The remaining 75% centres around finishing. Finishing being 

defined here as the start of the abrasive protocol and ending with deluxing the cured finish. Of 
course, there are exceptions to this with some projects, but in general it proves to be very true 

especially when doing gallery, or heirloom quality work. 

 

Buffing a natural edge Mesquite bowl 
with an 8" cloth wheel. 
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 1 Wheel Rake for Dressing the Surface of the Wheel 

 1 Morse Taper Extension 

This basic set-up will allow you to get started inexpensively and give you a very good variable speed buffing system. All of the components are 
available from most any turning supply stockist. Eight-inch diameter buffing wheels can be used on the outside and inside of large finished 

pieces. For applications where the 8” wheel is too large, additional buffs are available in different shapes and sizes to accommodate almost any 

turning shape or size. 

Types Of Compounds for Use on Buffing Wheels 

 

 

 

 

Using Buffing Wheels on Finishes - Protocol Overview 

Individual protocols are highly variable. Each finish requires its own specific protocol. The specific type of finish on the piece is one factor in 

determining the specific protocol to use; another is your overall goal for the finished surface. Do you want a satin, semi-gloss, high-gloss, or 

ultra-high gloss? 

 

 

 

 

Basic Oil Finish Protocol 

This is my basic protocol for buffing a fully cured oil finish to a high-gloss lustre: 

 Mount an 8” cloth wheel in your lathe’s Morse Taper. Bring up the tailstock and secure. If you need more room to buff your project, add a 

Morse Taper extension onto the buffing arbour. 

 

Tripoli and White Diamond buffing 

compounds (from left). 

The primary compounds used by woodturners on buffing wheels are White Diamond and Tripoli. 

White Diamond compound is a white coloured, very fine abrasive that is used to buff fully cured 

finished surfaces. It’s fine abrasives allow you to easily buff your work, smooth the surface and 

increase its gloss level. White Diamond should not be used with wax-based finishes. For buffing 

wax finishes, simply use the bare cloth wheel, no compounds are necessary. 

Tripoli buffing compound is reddish brown in colour and is more aggressive in cutting than White 
Diamond. The abrasive particles in Tripoli are larger than those found in White Diamond; 

therefore, Tripoli produces a more aggressive buff. Many turners buff the surface with Tripoli first, 

followed by White Diamond. I rarely use Tripoli in my studio, preferring the less aggressive nature 

of the White Diamond compound for most of my buffing needs. 

If you try to buff a finish before it has fully cured, the clarity of your finish will be 

compromised. Cloth fibers and compound will be imbedded in the soft finish, producing a 

cloudy or hazy surface. There is no replacement for time. Finishes need a certain amount of 

time to fully cure. If you try to rush your buffing, you will compromise the visual quality of 

your chosen finish. 

Depending on the specific finish used, the curing time can range from a few minutes, to a few 

days, or even a few weeks. If you are unsure how long it will take the finish to fully cure, 

consult the manufacturer of the finish, or check the finish container. I like to add a few days to 

a week past the cure date for an extra margin of safety.  

8" cloth buffing wheel on a #2 Morse 

Taper arbour extension. 
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 Set lathe revs to 1,500 RPM and lightly charge the wheel with White Diamond. To charge the wheel, lightly pass the compound across the 
wheel from left to right while the wheel is running. Two passes are sufficient to charge the wheel. A tiny amount of the compound is all that 

is necessary. 

 With a firm two handed grip on your project piece, place the project up against the running wheel and immediately move the piece back and 

forth and up and down on the outside of the turning. Keep the piece moving against the spinning wheel. Observe the surface lustre of the 

film to determine when you can move on to the next area. Most oils buff very easily with White Diamond compound. 

 As you are moving your project around and buffing the surface, be sure to move in overlapping strokes to insure you do not miss any areas. 

You need a good strong light directly over the project as you are buffing it, so you can monitor the progress of the buffing. 

 If you find the speed is too aggressive for the finish or build level on the surface, reduce the speed and pressure to decrease the 
aggressiveness of the buff. By varying the speed and pressure, you can easily control the aggressiveness of the buffing. You want a happy 

medium here - fast enough to be efficient, but not so fast that you cut through the surface film. 

 Once the exterior has been buffed; check if the interior is large enough to be buffed with the 8” wheel. If the wheel cannot fit easily inside 
the piece (the inside of a bowl for example), them you must replace the flat wheel with a round buff to complete the interior buffing. The 

inside is buffed using the same procedures as the exterior. 

 You may need to periodically recharge your buffing wheel on larger work pieces. If you find the wheel is not cutting as fast, simply recharge 

the wheel with a small amount of the White Diamond and continue. 

 BE VERY CAREFUL WHEN BUFFING YOUR PROJECT! The buffing wheel may pull the project from your hands and damage it if you do not 
have a good firm grip on it when buffing. As you buff the exterior of your project, use the lower front 1/4 of the wheel. When using the 

round head buffs on the interior of bowls and similar vessels, you may use the entire round head. 

 Once the exterior and interior have been fully buffed, thoroughly inspect the surface under a strong light. Rebuff any areas that do not meet 

your quality expectations. 

Basic Wax Finish Protocol 

Wax based finishes are buffed using a different protocol. Even the best waxes are only going to be a few molecules thick on the surface. If you 

buff too aggressively, you will strip the wax off the surface entirely.  

 

 

 

 

If you have not been buffing your finishes previously, I encourage you to experiment and prove to yourself the value of buffing. I think you will 

agree that in every respect, a buffed finish will be superior to a finish that has not been buffed. The difference between a good finish and an 

incredible finish is only a small amount of extra effort. 

 

Safety Note: Always follow all manufacturers safety instructions before working with your lathe, or any of the tools or products you may use. 

If you are unsure about any operation, obtain competent professional instruction before proceeding. Use and wear all necessary safety devices 
during turning and observe safe woodturning practices to prevent accident or injury.  

 

 
 
 
Borrowed fromWoodturningvideosplus.com by Steven D. Russell is a professional studio woodturner, teacher and writer.

 

Buffing the inside of a Koa bowl with a 

round head buff. 

 Mount a clean 8” wheel onto the Morse Taper arbour and insert the arbour assembly into the 
lathe’s Morse Taper. Bring up the tailstock and secure. The cloth wheel used to buff wax 

based finishes should not be used with any buffing compounds. I prefer to keep one clean 

wheel just for using with waxes. 

 Set lathe revs to 500 RPM and lightly buff the surface of the work piece, making sure to 
keep the piece moving against the wheel. Use a very light pressure on the wheel, or you will 

strip off the wax. Depending on the specific wax used, the revs may need to be adjusted 

slightly. 
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The Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild invites you to join us at our Symposium- 

4th Annual Wisconsin Woodturners Expo.  The Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild is 

holding the 4th Annual Wisconsin Woodturners Expo at the Plaza Hotel & Suites, 1202 

W. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, Wisconsin, on Saturday and Sunday , November 3rd and 

4th, 2012. 

 
Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guilds an active member of the American Association of 

Woodturners based in St. Paul, MN with over 14,500 members throughout the United 

States and several countries around the world. 

Starting with a small group of 10 charter members CVWG has grown to a membership of 

nearly 70 members. CVWG members come from Washburn County in the north to 

Jackson County in the south. Clark and Rusk Counties in the east to St. Croix County in 

the west and all points in between. 

In the last three years CVWG has supported Feed My People's Empty Bowls annual fund 

raiser by turning more than 400 bowls and other items that has raised more than $6,500.00 

to help feed the hungry in 14 counties of west central Wisconsin. 

 
An Exciting Slate of Demonstrators 

Our Featured Demonstrators are: 

Sally Ault of San Diego 

Steve Antonucci of New Jersey. 

Mike Hunter from the Minnesota Woodturners, and owner of Hunter Woodturning Tools 

Dave Hiller from the Badger Woodturners 

Barry Grill from the Chippewa Valley Woodturners 

Plus other regional and local turners joining us for both days of demonstrations 

 
Symposium Details and Contact Info 

Where: Woodturners Expo at the Plaza Hotel & Suites, 1202 W. Clairemont Ave., Eau 

Claire, Wisconsin 

When:  Saturday and Sunday , November 3rd and 4th, 2012 

General admission is $5.00 per day to the vendor, exhibitor and fiber arts areas and 

$50.00 for one day of demonstrations or $75.00 for both days of demonstrations, which 

includes the exhibitor, vendor and fiber arts area. 

Contact: Brian George 

Captainbg@gmail.com, or phone 1.715.901.0535 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Segmented Woodturning Symposium:  October 18-21 at Lake Tahoe, CA 

For a Brochure with details go to:  www.segmentedwoodturners.org 

If anyone is interested in attending please get the brochure and the details of the 

event so you can plan accordingly. 

mailto:Captainbg@gmail.com
http://www.segmentedwoodturners.org/
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Address: 587 Round Hill 
Road 

Winchester, VA 22602 
 

Phone: (540) 667-2272 
Fax: (540) 722-6261 

 
Hours: Monday - Friday 

7:00am - 3:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We all know and appreciate what McFarland's Mill does in support of AVW club.  Please 

make an effort to stop by and tell them thank you and even better make a purchase from them 

and support them for supporting us! 

 
 
  Call Local Wood at 

540.955.9522 

  Visit the Local Wood store 
located at 40 Kimble Road, 

Berryville, Va. 22611 on 

Route 7 west, on the right. 

  We are open Monday 
through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 

p.m. and Saturdays 8 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. 
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