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In the beginning of December we 

lost one of the founding members of 

the Apple Valley Woodturners. 

Robert was at the first planning 

meeting to help get the club 

started. I met him for the first time at 

the first official meeting. From the 

start, Robert has always been one 

of the most generous and helpful 

members. He started serving the 

club as the first newsletter editor. 

After serving a few years in that 

position he moved "up" to the Vice 

President office. Robert served 

numerous times at this position  and 

became a mentor to many club 

members over the years. It seems that there wasn't a technique that he 

didn't know. As you spent more time with him the stories of his life were 

greater than any turning help you could receive. As a demonstrator, 

Robert had no equal. He's turned in wigs, he's used lawn mower blades 

and tire irons, and even worn a clown nose respirator. Even with his 

props, his technique and ability to explain it helped everyone.  

 

Robert was also generous with his personal time. Many members 

received personal instruction at his shop. If you wanted to try a tool or 

machine before buying it Robert would often invite you out to "try 

before you buy". He also did many things for the community. When one 

of the club members broke his back, Robert organized a fundraiser in 

front of Tom's Market in order to raise money for him. Robert was one of 

AVW's biggest promoters and recruiters. 
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With his connections in the community, he 

often got us into events to help promote the 

club. He turned many times at the Blandy 

Farm Spring Show.  He turned at the 

Mushroom Festival in Front Royal. Many of 

our club members were introduced to the 

club by him. Robert will be missed by all.  

 

Robert left about 60 rough turned bowl 

blanks. If you'd like to collaborate with him 

and finish one, contact Mark to have him 

bring some in.  

 

 

 

 

  

  



AVW Business 

Wood from the walking 

mall is at McFarland's. 

Please feel free to take 

some but remember, you 

have to be willing to 

display something for the 

Shenandoah Arts Council 

show.  

There has been a change 

in regards to the AAW's 

insurance. As of right now 

they are not covering 

clubs. They will still cover 

individuals so make sure 

you sign up. Link to AAW's 

website.  

Chapter Collaborative - 

Everything Apple - Get in 

contact with Marcus 

Cooper if you'd like to get 

involved 

Summer Picnic - Help is 

needed - Please get in 

touch with Rich if you'd 

like to help. Start digging 

around the shop now for 

wood exchange and flea 

market items.  

 

 

Thanks again to Bill 

Headley for taking care of 

coffee and donuts. Don't 

forget, if you take a donut, 

drop some money in the 

kitty. 

 

Raffle Winners 

Our Vice President did a wonderful job of 

securing great prizes for the raffle. Winners 

were:  

Tom Cronin - Club T-shirt 

Bill Headley - Tight Bond Glue 

Russel Kelvington - Key Ring Set 

Daniel Sampson won the win one turn one. 

He was the recipient of an ice cream 

scoop from Harriet 

 

 

Gene Nicholson - CA Glue 

Evon Barvinchack - Bottle Opener Set 

John Armel - Butternut Turning Blank 

Win One, Turn One:  Daniel Sampson won 

an ice cream scoop from Harriet Maloney. 

  

Don't forget - Your 

dues are due! 

Individual - $20 

Family - $25 

Please pay Mike as soon as 

possible 

Next Meeting:  

February 16th 

Steve Schwartz from Capital Area 

Woodturners will demonstrate hollowing 

vessels from the bottom 

 

February's Challenge  

 Put the heat to your turning 
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Turn and Burn with Tom Zepeda 

I remember about three 

years ago when Tom 

came to his first meeting. 

Tom was new to turning 

and had a bunch of 

questions. Well, he sure 

has come a long way in a 

short amount of time. For 

the past few months, he's 

been bringing in beautiful 

Ash bowls, some with 

burnt rims and others with 

the whole exterior burned. 

This month 

Tom shared 

his 

technique 

with us for 

producing 

such 

beautiful 

work.  

Inspired by David Ellsworth, 

Tom spends 15-20 hours 

most weeks in his shop 

turning. His natural edge 

bowls are beautiful. He 

starts with green wood. As 

he put it, there's a lot of 

wood to remove and it 

would take forever if the 

wood was dry.  Tom starts 

by using a cardboard 

template and his 

chainsaw to rough out a 

round blank. He then 

removes some of the bark 

with a chisel so that his 

Oneway drive center will 

get a good bite in the 

wood. Using a pencil, Tom 

rotates the blank multiple 

times to ensure the "wings" 

of the bowl are in line and 

the base of the rim are in 

line also. If there are any 

problems he moves the 

position of the tailstock in 

the blank. Once 

everything is lined up, 

turning begins. The base of 

the bowl is at the tailstock 

end and this is 

where Tom 

begins 

removing wood. 

With the handle 

locked into his 

body, Tom uses 

his hips, not his 

arms, to begin 

removing wood. By 

cutting from the bottom to 

the rim, most of 

the time face 

grain is being 

cut. This is 

much easier 

than end grain 

to cut. It is also 

easier to get a 

good clean cut. As Tom is 

shaping the bowl, he is 

looking to make a nice 

continuous curve from 

one rim to the other right 

through the base. Another 

goal of Tom's is to not 

have the shape "crash" 

into the surface that it is 

sitting on. As anyone who 

has seen Tom's bowls, he 

has become successful in 

developing a beautiful 

shape for his bowls. Once 

he gets the rough shape 

of the bowl formed and 

the large tendon on the 

foot made, he uses a 

spindle gouge for very 

clean cuts in the opposite 

direction of the grain.  

Tom turns the bowl around 

and grips it by the large 

tendon that he made. He 

said that he broke a 

couple of smaller ones off 

and that is why he’s 

moved to the larger 

tendon. He claims that 

he’s never broken one of 

the larger ones. I say, he 

just isn’t trying 

hard enough! 

Keeping the 

handle low 

on his spindle 

gouge, Tom 

cleans up the 

outside of the 

bowl. He’ll then shear 

scrape the outside. Get 

close, set the handle at 

about 45º, and lock the 

tool into your body is the 

advice that Tom gives for 

good clean cuts. Tom 

Tom created this beautiful dyed ash bowl 
for his wife 

Hollowing the inside of the bowl 



begins 

hollowing 

the bowl 

with his 

bowl 

gouge. He 

then uses 

the spindle 

gouge to 

finish it up. Be careful that 

the gouge doesn’t run 

across the rim of the bowl. 

Tom works in sections 

finishing the inside of the 

bowl. He brings the bowl 

to finished thickness to just 

past the 

low 

points of 

the 

bowl. 

He then 

finishes 

the rest of the bowl. 

Leaving some mass in the 

lower half helps decrease 

vibration. 

 Using a homemade jam 

chuck, as he hasn’t gotten 

his 

vacuum 

chuck 

up and 

running 

yet, Tom 

removes 

the 

tendon, blending it into 

the foot of the bowl. He’s 

left with a small tendon 

that he’ll later remove with 

a delicate touch of 36 grit 

sandpaper. Tom 

uses his fingers 

and homemade 

wooden scrapers 

to remove the 

bark. A small 

torch is used to 

burn the rim. This 

precision 

instrument allows for 

pinpoint control of the 

flame preventing burning 

of the inside of 

the bowl. A 

larger propane 

torch is used to 

burn the 

outside. As Tom 

is burning the 

outside, he uses 

a wet rag to 

help cool the wood, 

helping to prevent 

checking, 

and 

remove 

some of 

the 

carbon. 

Tom 

learned 

that if 

he let the bowl dry a few 

days before burning that 

checking is greatly 

reduced. Back on the 

jam chuck, Tom buffs 

the bowl with a cheap 

buffer and some 

compound. Don't use your 

fancy Beall buffer or it'll 

get ruined. Tom’s bowls 

are finished with Tung Oil. 

Excellent demonstration, 

Tom. Thank 

you. 

  

Bringing the first part of the bowl to final 
thickness 

Removing the large tendon 

Using a precision torch to burn the rim 

Burning the outside with a larger 
propane torch 

Wiping the bowl with a wet rag to help 
prevent checks and remove carbon 

Completed bowl 



Club President’s 

update: 

January meeting: 

We had a great turn out 

at the January meeting.  It 

is time to renew 

memberships for the New 

Year and I appreciate the 

help that Mike Fraser, our 

new treasurer, gave in 

getting people renewed 

quickly and efficiently at 

the meeting.  We gained 

several new members and 

it is nice to see the club 

grow and thrive. 

Show and tell was quite 

amazing.  I can’t 

remember when we have 

had that many pieces 

before.  Many great 

examples that show the 

talent level among our 

club members continues 

to grow.  I am glad that all 

of you are proud of your 

work and willing to share 

your efforts with the rest of 

the group.  Those of you 

who couldn’t make the 

meeting, I hope you enjoy 

looking at the pictures in 

the newsletter.   

Color wood: Juan and 

Ron from the CAT club 

came and brought lots of 

color wood off-cuts for 

sale.  They donated back 

$20 to the club in 

appreciation for the 

chance to sell the wood 

at our meeting.  At 3 

pieces for $10 dollars it 

was a good deal for 

everyone. 

Tom Zapada did a 

marvelous job 

demonstrating how he 

makes his colored and 

burned ash bowls.  

Considering that this was 

his first demonstration it is 

all the more impressive.  

His skill has skyrocketed in 

the short handful of years 

that he has been a 

member of the club.  I 

look forward to seeing him 

demonstrate again.  

Febuary Meeting: 

Mark Zimmerman our 

secretary and program 

director is doing a good 

job getting programs lined 

up for the year.  He has a 

guest demonstrator from 

the CAT club coming in 

February who will be 

showing his technique of 

hollowing from the bottom 

of vases.  I don’t want to 

steal Mark’s thunder so I’ll 

let him elaborate. 

Sad News: 

I am saddened by the 

death of our forth member 

this last year.  Robert Van 

Meter died on Dec 10th 

after being diagnosed 

with cancer on November 

25th.  Robert was a 

founding member in the 

club, a mentor, a 

comedian when he 

demonstrated, and 

always a wealth of turning 

knowledge.  He will be 

greatly missed.  We took 

up a collection at the 

January meeting and the 

club will make a donation 

in his honor.  Before Robert 

died he donated about 70 

rough turned bowls to the 

club.  You can help add 

to Robert’s memorial fund 

by finishing one of these 

bowl blanks.  We intend to 

auction the finished bowls 

at our Summer Picnic.  

Please see Mark 

Zimmerman if you are 

interested in participating.  

AAW Symposium 

Chapter 

Collaborative: 

Marcus Cooper is the 

chairman for AVW’s 

attempt at participating in 

the AAW’s chapter 

collaborative.  Our theme 

is “Everything Apple.”  Don 

Malony brought in a nice 

big apple shaped cookie 

jar that we will use in the 

collaborative.  If you 

agreed to participate in 

the collaborative please 



get with Marcus and let 

him know what you would 

like to turn.  Some ideas 

include the following: 

apples, apple blossoms, 

apple pies, jar of apple 

sauce, apple slices, rolling 

pin for pies and a pie 

crust, a cookie jar in the 

shape of an apple, a 

turned apple tree, snow 

white and a poison apple, 

etc.  If anyone else has 

other apple ideas please 

let Marcus or me know of 

them and we will add 

them to the list.  Also it’s 

not too late to join in with 

the fun.  If you think you 

would like to turn some of 

these items please email 

Marcus at 

mfc320@gmail.com.   

Rich 

 

Show & Tell 

This month’s show and tell 

was amazing. Thanks to 

everyone who brought 

something in to share. 

 

  

The view of one end of the table 

A view from the other end 

Scott Schlosser with his small segmented 
turning 

Terry Lund – Cherry bowl 

Tony DeMasi  - Spalted Hackberry hollow 
form 

Daniel Sampson – Chinese Elm bowl 

Mark Zimmerman – Zelkova natural edge 
bowls 

Elvin Rose – Mulberry bowl 
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Dave Hickman – Walnut vase 

Rich Vossler – Maple and Wenge lidded 
boxes 

Mike Fraser – Bowls – maple and possibly  
cherry 

Dave Robinson – Siberian Elm bowl 

Bill Headley – Tulipwood Pen 

Greg Lanham – Spalted Maple, Walnut,  
& Purpleheart vessel 

Demonstrator Tom Zepeda’s - nice ash bowls 

Juan Gil – Colorwood bottle stoppers 

Alcohol Drying  

It seems as though many of 

you have asked Tony 

DeMasi about the drying 

technique that he uses. 

Tony uses denatured 

alcohol to speed up the 

drying process. For more 

information regarding this 

method, Dave Smith has 

an article on 

Woodcentral’s website. 

http://www.woodcentral.c

om/articles/turning/articles

_473.shtml 

http://www.woodcentral.com/articles/turning/articles_473.shtml
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For Sale 

Jet 1014 Indexing Mini Lathe – Brand New In Box - $350 – Contact William Gregory 540-686-

2060 

If anyone would like woodturning related items listed for sale in the newsletter please email 

me the information – Tim Gregory 

 

Support Those That Support Us 

 

McFarland’s Mill 
 

587 Round Hill Road  

Winchester, VA 22602  

Phone: (540) 667-2272  

Fax: (540) 722-6261  

Hours: Monday - Friday  7- 3:30,  Thursday 7- 6, Saturday 8-1 

We all know and appreciate what McFarland's Mill does in support of AVW club. Please 

make an effort to stop by and tell them thank you and even better make a purchase from 

them and support them for supporting us! Robert and Stephanie will appreciate it for sure. 

 

Local Wood 

40 Kimble Rd and Route 7 

Berryville, VA 22611  

Phone: (540) 955-9522  

Hours: Monday - Friday  8-4:30, Saturday 9:30-1 

 

North Woods Figured Wood 

800-556-3106 

Use coupon code: WOODTURNERS to receive 15% discount 

http://jettools-online.com/woodworking-tools/jml-1014i-10-x-14-mini-lathe-1-2hp-1ph-115v.html
mailto:becky_tim@comcast.net
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http://www.google.com/imgres?q=nw+figured+woods&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=819&tbm=isch&tbnid=IF-SvgwFdAjL7M:&imgrefurl=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAukd9dYN0c&docid=NTo33cQHwmIFgM&imgurl=http://i2.ytimg.com/i/eLF2QXdZbo1d0xFL89dE2A/1.jpg%3Fv%3D4f373539&w=88&h=88&ei=N6oGUZ_oHe6M0QHEj4CoDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=266&vpy=323&dur=43&hovh=77&hovw=77&tx=96&ty=51&sig=114513831018473119145&page=2&tbnh=77&tbnw=77&start=35&ndsp=37&ved=1t:429,r:51,s:0,i:243

