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Dale Bright from the Catoctin Area Turners 

presented an informative demonstration 

on hollow forms at our August meeting.  

Dale brought lots of "show-and-tell" 

examples of his work, and led a detailed 

discussion of key design issues related to 

producing visually appealing forms. 

Dale defined a hollow form as a vessel 

where the opening is smaller than the 

widest diameter of the piece, and he 

pointed out that, based on this definition, 

some bowls and vases can be considered 

hollow forms. When he's roughing out a piece, Dale usually uses a Forstner 

bit to pre-drill the vessel from the top before hollowing, in order to quickly 

remove extra wood.  And he often will leave himself options so that he's 

able to modify the form when doing the final turning.  For example, he'll 

leave the area around the opening extra thick, so he can turn a regular 

hollow form into an urn with a threaded top. While Dale doesn't usually 

decorate his pieces, he had one beautiful hollow form that he made from 

a plain light wood (maybe willow) which he decided to dye.  He used RIT 

clothing dye dissolved in alcohol, with a base coat of black and a top 

coat of yellow; the combination produced a rich brown tint, the Min-wax 

Antique Oil finish really made the grain pop. In terms of vessel design, Dale 

focuses on the Rule of Thirds, since he feels that pleasing shapes usually 

have a "thirds" proportion; for example, a simple vase-like hollow form 

might have its widest point 1/3 of the total height down from the top, 

making that area the focal point of the piece. When finishing a piece that 

will be sold, Dale sands the inside only finger-deep in order to save time.  

And he's found that wall thickness usually doesn't matter in a sale piece; in 

fact, most customers prefer a heavier bottom in taller vessels to increase 

the stability of the form. Dale finished his talk with a brief demonstration of 

the Monster Lathe hollowing system he usually uses for producing his hollow 

forms 
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AVW Business 

September 20th- Beth 

Ireland workshop. Contact 

Mark Zimmerman (540-

722-4914) if you'd like to 

sign up or need more 

information by September 

6th. 

October meeting will be 

guided mentoring. If there 

are specific skills you'd like 

help with, talk to Mark 

Zimmerman to see if we 

can set up a guided 

mentor in that area.  

November meeting Mike 

Chandler, member of 

Carolina Mountain 

Woodturners, will 

demonstrate lidded boxes

 

Raffle Winners 

Raffle Winners 

Andrew Gauldin – bottle opener 

Mike Fraser  – Glue brush 

Elvin Rose, Jerry Louderback & Russell 

Kelvington – sandpaper 

Robert McFarland – club T-shirt 

Dave Hickman - key shavings 

 

 

Jason Beaty won the WO-TO raffle, and 

received a burl bowl from Daniel Sampson. 

 

Gene Nicholson - CA Glue 

Evon Barvinchack - Bottle Opener Set 

John Armel - Butternut Turning Blank 

Win One, Turn One:  Daniel Sampson won 

an ice cream scoop from Harriet Maloney. 

  

New 

Members/Guests 

Pete Morgan - Winchester, VA  

Jerry Louderback - Strasburg, VA 

Next Meeting:  

September 21 

Beth Ireland will be demonstrating lidded 

boxes.  

September's Challenge 

 Create a Hollow Form - Remember 

a hollow form is just a shape with an 

opening smaller than the largest 

diameter 
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Pictures from Dale's Demo

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dale explaining using the white 
board 

Spalted maple hollow form 



 

Club President’s 

update: 

Sorry I missed the 

meeting: 

 Most of you know 

that I missed the 

August meeting 

because my son 

Greg got married 

that day.  It was 

a wonderful 

weekend.  I think 

my son choose 

wisely in picking 

his wife.  During 

the wedding 

ceremony one of 

the things the 

priest said was 

that most people 

prepare for a 

wedding.  Greg 

and Chelsea 

prepared for a 

marriage.  In 

other words, they 

prepared not so 

much for one 

day of 

celebration but 

for a life 

together.  He 

spoke of the 

things couples 

need to have a 

successful 

marriage and as I 

listened I realized 

that they seem to 

possess all of 

those needed 

characteristics.  It 

is true that all 

couples will face 

challenges and 

so will Greg and 

Chelsea but I 

believe they are 

well equipped to 

enter into a life 

together.  What 

more could a 

father want for 

his son? 

I share this example so 

you can hopefully 

share in my joy but 

also because it is 

relevant to what we 

do in this club.  We are 

not preparing for one 

day of turning or one 

special piece, rather 

the club can help 

open the door to 

lifetime of experience 

as we learn, grow and 

improve our skills.   In 

the four or five years I 

have been a member 

my work has evolved 

and improved 

immensely.  I still make 

mistakes and I still 

have lots to learn.  For 

example, last 

weekend I was turning 

a beautiful piece of 

walnut into a natural 

edge bowl when I got 

too thin and went 

through the bottom.  I 

wasn’t so concerned 

about the time I had 

wasted on a now 

ruined piece but I was 

disappointed that I 

had wasted such a 

pretty piece of wood.  

That really bummed 

me out because the 

wood itself was so 

beautiful and I had just 

wasted it.  So yes 

mistakes happen, 

even to the president 

of your club but to 

carry on with the 

metaphor I am not 

going to divorce 

myself from something 

I love just because of 

this or any other 

disappointment.  I will 



just learn from my 

mistake, try not to 

repeat it, and 

hopefully become a 

better turner (or 

person) for having 

lived through the 

experience. 

August 17th Meeting  

Hollow Forms with Dale 

Bright.  I was told that 

Dale did a nice job on 

his demonstration.  I 

wish I could have 

been there to see it 

and thank him in 

person.  But since that 

couldn’t happen I will 

thank him publicly 

now.  I hope those of 

you who were there 

also had the chance 

to thank him. 

September 21st 

Meeting 

There is a good 

chance that I will miss 

the September 

meeting as I will be 

returning from Ireland 

late the night before 

the meeting.  Once 

again please give 

Scott and the rest of 

the board your 

support at the 

meeting.  If all goes 

well I will try to attend 

but I won’t have had 

any time to prepare so 

Scott will be running 

the meeting. 

Items for Sales: 

Remember that if you 

have any items 

related to 

woodworking that you 

want to sell the club 

will post your add in 

the newsletter for free.  

Just send your 

description and 

pictures if you have 

them to our Newsletter 

Editor Tim Gregory 

becky_tim@comcast.n

et and he will post the 

advertisement in the 

next newsletter. 

Show & Tell 

This month’s show and tell. 

Thanks to everyone who 

brought something in to 

share. 

 

 

Elvin Rose with a colorwood vase 

 

John Armel's walnut natural edged 
bowls 

 

Mark Zimmerman - Norway maple 
bowl 



 

Bob Luce - sycamore bowl 

 

Don Maloney - Dale Nish inspired 
vase - English walnut 

 

Harriet Maloney's Norfolk Island pine 
mushroom 

 

Dan Sampson with the biggest 
mulberry bowl I've ever seen 

 

Tom Boley maple hollow form 

 

Wonderful carving 

 

Natural edged cup 



Dale Nish style vase 

 



Support Those That Support Us 

 

McFarland’s Mill 
 

587 Round Hill Road  

Winchester, VA 22602  

Phone: (540) 667-2272  

Fax: (540) 722-6261  

Hours: Monday - Friday  7- 3:30,  Thursday 7- 6, Saturday 8-1 

We all know and appreciate what McFarland's Mill does in 

support of AVW club. Please make an effort to stop by and 

tell them thank you and even better make a purchase from them and support them for 

supporting us! Robert and Stephanie will appreciate it for sure. 

 

Local Wood 

40 Kimble Rd and Route 7 

Berryville, VA 22611  

Phone: (540) 955-9522  

Hours: Monday - Friday  8-4:30, Saturday 9:30-1 

 

North Woods Figured Wood 

800-556-3106 

Use coupon code: WOODTURNERS to receive 15% discount 

http://www.mcfarlandsmill.com/
http://www.localwoodva.com/
http://www.nwfiguredwoods.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=nw+figured+woods&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=819&tbm=isch&tbnid=IF-SvgwFdAjL7M:&imgrefurl=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAukd9dYN0c&docid=NTo33cQHwmIFgM&imgurl=http://i2.ytimg.com/i/eLF2QXdZbo1d0xFL89dE2A/1.jpg?v=4f373539&w=88&h=88&ei=N6oGUZ_oHe6M0QHEj4CoDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=266&vpy=323&dur=43&hovh=77&hovw=77&tx=96&ty=51&sig=114513831018473119145&page=2&tbnh=77&tbnw=77&start=35&ndsp=37&ved=1t:429,r:51,s:0,i:243

