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December is time to get together with other club members for a relaxing 

meeting and good food. After the short business meeting this year and 

show and tell, the meeting was filled with auctions, demos, and battling 

tops. 

 

 

 

 

Apple Valley Woodturners 

Officers 

President: 
 Mark Zimmerman 
mbzimmerman@comc
ast.net 

540-722-4914 
  
Vice President: 
Scott Schlosser 
huntlybears@comcast.net 

540-533-2007 
 
Secretary: 
 Dave Hickman 
djh@usinghisgifts.com 

540-955-0330 
 
Treasurer: 
Mike Fraser 
mike@sylvantreasures.com 

540-955-2720  
 
Program Director: 
Tom Zepeda 
zepeda.thomas@gmail.com 

540-635-9593 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Tim Gregory 
becky_tim@comcast.net 

540-533-5164 
 

Lathe Rental: 
Lance Pearce 
pear194@visuallink.com 

540-667-6412 
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Raffle Winners 

Dave - sandpaper  

Daniel - Glue Brush 

George Maxwell - Fork 

Lance - Bottle Stopper 

Trant - Pen Blank 

Ken Darr - Pink Ivory blank 

Roy Aber - Sandpaper 

Jim Pitzvada - Veneer 

Jason Beaty won the WO-TO raffle, and 

received a burl bowl from Daniel Sampson. 

 

Gene Nicholson - CA Glue 

Evon Barvinchack - Bottle Opener Set 

John Armel - Butternut Turning Blank 

Win One, Turn One:  Daniel Sampson won 

an ice cream scoop from Harriet Maloney. 

  

Next Meeting:  

January 18th 

Harriet Maloney will turn 

a winged bowl or a 

bowl from a branch 

 

December's Challenge 

Create a bottle stopper 

 

Raffle Winners 

Unfortunately, I was not able to record who 

won the awesome raffle prizes that we had at 

the meeting. 

 

Don't forget to purchase your raffle 

ticket for the Daniel Sampson turned 

Walnut Bowler Hat. A beautiful hat with 

all funds going to support the club. 

 

 

 

Time to pay your dues. 

- $25 individual   $30 family 

New 

Members/Guests 

Dave - Mid Maryland Turners 

Our members have been invited to attend a demo by Mike Sorge at the Central Virginia 

Woodturners club in Crimora, VA, on Tuesday evening, January 21st (7 - 9 PM at the 

Crimora Community Center; see website: 

 http://www.centralvawoodturners.org/about/about.htm for directions). 

Mike will demonstrate how to make geometric turnings from planks and geometric bowls 

and boxes.  Safety tips for turning geometrics along with tools/grinds will also be reviewed. 

 And Mike will have his patent pending templates and his fast drying finish on display and 

for sale.  Check out www.mikesorge.com for a look at Mike's turnings, and more info. 

 

http://www.centralvawoodturners.org/about/about.htm
http://www.mikesorge.com/


The Club 

President’s 

Update 

December 7th 

Meeting – Christmas 

Party: I enjoyed the 

December meeting 

and I hope everyone 

present did too.  Since 

there wasn’t a formal 

presentation it was a 

rather relaxed 

meeting.  Given that 

the time before 

Christmas is often 

hectic and far from 

relaxing, this rather laid 

back meeting was 

much appreciated.  

Castiglia’s did a very 

nice job with the pizza 

and lasagna, and with 

all the side dishes that 

members brought, 

there was no lack for 

good food.  This was a 

group effort and many 

people helped to 

make the meeting a 

success.  A big thank 

you to all who serve 

the club, it wouldn’t 

be the same without 

you.  As I said, 

although there wasn’t 

a formal demo, there 

was still lots going on 

including the usual 

announcements, show 

and tell, raffle, and win 

one turn one, plus the 

following extras: 

•Ornament Exchange: 

I was glad that I 

participated in this 

exchange as I came 

away with a beautiful 

Hickory and Jatoba 

ornament made by 

Dave Hickman.  

Check out some of the 

show and tell pictures 

to see some of the 

other ornaments that 

people brought. 

•Battle Top Arena 

Challenge:  Scott 

Schlosser made the 

arena and each 

person that made a 

top got to participate 

in three different 

heats.  Four tops 

battled it out in each 

heat with the last top 

standing gaining 4 

points, next to the last 

3 points and so on…   

eventually Don 

Malloney’s top won 

the championship, 

although some of the 

credit needs to go to 

Dave Hickman who 

was his designated 

pull cord winder. 

•Open lathe 

mentoring:  We didn’t 

have official stations 

and mentors set up, 

but some people 

jumped on the large 

Powermatic and the 

chips were flying.  

Others got help 

sharpening their tools 

at the grinder. 

•Flea market and 

swap meet:  There 

were a handful of 

items donated to the 

club’s silent auction.  

For those of you who 

donated, the board 

members would like to 

offer you our sincere 

thanks.   

•Wood Exchange: As 

has been the case at 

for the last several 

years, there were 

numerous lots of wood 

that traded hands 

during the exchange.  



This is always a great 

opportunity to pick up 

some wood that you 

might not otherwise 

be readily available to 

you. 

 

January Meeting: 

Harriet Maloney will be 

demonstrating a 

winged bowl or a 

natural edge bowl 

from a branch.  It has 

been a while since 

Harriet has 

demonstrated for the 

club, and I am looking 

forward to seeing her 

turn again. 

Future Programs:  Tom 

Zepeda, our program 

director, is working to 

get us a full line up of 

programs for this year.  

I believe he is finalizing 

a chainsaw 

demonstration for the 

near future.  It will 

cover safety, 

sharpening, and more. 

Hat Raffle:   

Dan Sampson has 

graciously donated a 

full-sized, beautifully 

turned, black Walnut 

hat.  These hats 

typically sell for about 

$400 apiece, but now 

you can have a 

chance of winning it 

for only $10 by 

participating in the hat 

raffle.  We will be 

selling more raffle 

tickets again this 

month.   If you didn’t 

bring money last 

month, be sure to 

bring some to the 

January meeting.  We 

hope to announce the 

winner at that 

meeting, so this will be 

your last chance at 

winning.  All the 

proceeds go to the 

club’s operating 

budget. 

New Officers for 2014:  

It is official.  At our 

January meeting we 

will start our new year 

and we have some 

new officers as follows: 

President:  Mark 

Zimmerman   

Vice President:  Scott 

Schlosser 

Secretary: Dave 

Hickman 

Treasurer: Mike Fraser 

(Denis L. Delehanty 

has agreed to assist 

Mike) 

Program Director:  Tom 

Zepeda 

Newsletter Editor: Tim 

Gregory 

 

Membership Renewal 

time is here:  Individual 

memberships are now 

$25 and family 

memberships are $30.  

The club is running 

short on funds, so the 

sooner you can pay 

your dues for next year 

the better.  If you can 

pay at the January 

meeting that would 

be best.  Thanks for 

your consideration. 

Virginia Woodturners 

Inc., Symposium:  Our 

biannual symposium 

will be held in 

Fishersville, VA on 

September 13 and 14, 

2014. Mark 

Zimmerman and I are 



our club’s delegates 

for the symposium.  

We are once again 

using a hands-on 

format to give the 

attendees a 

productive and 

interesting experience. 

“Hands on Learning 

Centers” will be 

running simultaneously 

through the whole 

weekend.  This is a 

statewide event, and 

we are trying to get all 

Virginia clubs to 

participate.  We’re 

asking each club to 

help the Virginia 

Symposium 

Committee, and I am 

asking you to consider 

volunteering to 

mentor.  We need 

each club to submit a 

list of 5 turners who are 

willing to share their 

experience by 

becoming a 

demonstrator/mentor.   

This means giving a 

short demonstration, 

followed by a 

mentoring session 

where attendees will 

be invited and 

encouraged to 

participate by picking 

up a tool and actually 

doing some of the 

turning under the 

guidance of the 

mentor.  Mentors need 

not be expert turners, 

just turners with a 

technique or a project 

they are willing to 

share with others.  The 

goal is to have a mix 

of presentations 

different enough so 

that everyone from 

the beginning turner to 

the experienced 

turner will find 

something for them.  

Please see Mark or me 

if you think you might 

be able to help out.   

Items for Sale:  

Remember, if you 

have any items 

related to 

woodworking that you 

want to sell, the club 

will post your 

advertisement in the 

newsletter for free.  

Just send your 

description and 

pictures if you have 

them to our Newsletter 

Editor, Tim Gregory, at 

becky_tim@comcast.n

et and he will post the 

advertisement in the 

next newsletter.  

What’s up with Me?:  

As this is my last 

presidential update for 

the newsletter before 

handing the job over 

to Mark Zimmerman, I 

wanted to let each 

and every one of you 

know that it has been 

my pleasure serving as 

president for the last 2 

years.  Days 

sometimes drag on, 

but the years seem to 

fly by;  it is hard to 

believe my tenure is 

over, but I am pleased 

to tell you that the 

new officers have 

asked me to stay on in 

an advisory role as 

past president, which I 

am happy to do.  I 

believe the club is in 

very capable hands 

with the new officers.  

Your new president is 

no stranger to the 

club, and I am certain 

that he and his fellow 

officers will keep the 



club moving forward 

in a positive direction.  

To the casual observer 

it may seem like being 

a club officer is strictly 

a service job.  Yes, 

service to the club is a 

big part of it, but I can 

tell you it is more than 

just service.  It has 

opened up many 

doors and I have 

made new friends, in 

addition to the many 

opportunities I have 

had to learn, teach, 

and grow both my 

technical and artistic 

skills at the lathe.  If 

you would like to 

become a better 

turner, consider 

becoming more 

involved with the day 

to day operation of 

the club.  It will help in 

many ways. 

Show and Tell 

Some of the tools available in the silent 
auction 

Rich with a Christmas ornament 
that he turned 

I'm still not completely sure which mushrooms are turned 
and which are real 



 

  

Dan Sampson's beautiful bowl 

Mike Frazer with a lidded form 



  

Zebrawood and Walnut birdhouse 
ornament 

Various ornaments for the ornament exchange 

Lidded box with inlayed coin 

A case full of very nice pens 

Scott's Ornament 



For Sale 

 S-curved bowl tool rest with a 1" X 4.5" post.   

$30 [tool rest is $41.99 new at Woodcraft 

(http://www.woodcraft.com/category/5/1002087/2000391/WOODCRAFT%20Lathe%20To

ol%20Rest%20System.aspx), and the post is $17.99]. 

 

Please email Mark (mbzimmerman@comcast.net) or call (540-247-8721) if you're interested. 

 

My Birthday Adventure 

On the last day of 2013 (yes you can still get me gifts), I took a little trip to the neighboring state of Maryland. 

It was a cold and blustery but sunny day. My wife, William and I made our first stop at Conowingo's hydro 

electric dam. Unfortunately, the resident Bald Eagles were hanging out on the other side of the river and were 

not able to be photographed. If you ever have a hankering to view our majestic national bird, this is a great 

place to do it in November and early December. After that we stopped in Baltimore for lunch. Unfortunately, 

my choice of eating establishments closed their kitchen 15 minutes earlier due to some supposed holiday. So 

hungry, off to Frederick we went. A former student has been harassing me to go to Hardwoods INC. for quite a 

while. They deal primarily in internet sales it seems and just so happen to have a big warehouse area that you 

can shop in. I was not entirely thrilled with the place, but if you're looking for Bubinga, they do have quite a 

good selection, especially figured. They did have some 8/4 stock (maybe a few thicker pieces) and a couple of 

thicker blocks, but I wouldn't say that they cater to turners. After that we trekked over to the other side of 

town to Exotic Lumber Inc. Exotic Lumber has recently moved from Gaithersburg to Frederick (they also have a 

store in Annapolis) and were still setting up their office when I stopped in. All I can say about their selection is 

WOW. If I'd won that really big Mega Millions drawing a couple of weeks ago, I really could have really done 

some damage there. They claim to have 120 species and while I didn't count I would have to believe that claim 

is true. Their office is full of turning stock, from pen blanks to large squares. The folks there were helpful and 

friendly and they'll even give you a 10% discount.  William purchased a number of pen blanks, hopefully of 

http://www.woodcraft.com/category/5/1002087/2000391/WOODCRAFT%20Lathe%20Tool%20Rest%20System.aspx
http://www.woodcraft.com/category/5/1002087/2000391/WOODCRAFT%20Lathe%20Tool%20Rest%20System.aspx
mailto:mbzimmerman@comcast.net
http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/index.php


which I'll receive a finished one as a belated birthday gift.  If you like BBQ,  they took me to Black Hog  

Barbeque in Frederick for supper. I can personally vouch for the dry rubbed ribs. They were excellent. 

Support Those That Support Us 

 

McFarland’s Mill 
 

587 Round Hill Road  

Winchester, VA 22602  

Phone: (540) 667-2272  

Fax: (540) 722-6261  

Hours: Monday - Friday  7- 3:30,  Thursday 7- 6, Saturday 8-1 

We all know and appreciate what McFarland's Mill does in support of AVW club. Please 

make an effort to stop by and tell them thank you and even better make a purchase from 

them and support them for supporting us! Robert and Stephanie will appreciate it for sure. 

 

 

Local Wood 

40 Kimble Rd and Route 7 

Berryville, VA 22611  

Phone: (540) 955-9522  

Hours: Monday - Friday  8-4:30, Saturday 9:30-1 

 

 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Leesburg Plaza 

512 E. Market St. 

Leesburg, VA 20176 

Phone: (703)737-7880  

 

Unfortunately, the Deft deal fell through but they are willing to help the club when they can. 

Exotic Lumber Inc. 

 329 E. 2nd Street, Frederick, MD 21701 

Phone: 301-695-1271 

Mon - Fri, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM; First/last Saturday of each month, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

AVW members receive a 10% discount on all turning and lumber purchases 

http://www.mcfarlandsmill.com/
http://www.localwoodva.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
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