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Club Member and program director, Tom Zepeda, was 

May's demonstrator. In the almost 15 years that I've been 

a member of the club, I think this is the first demonstration 

to begin with the sound of a chainsaw starting up.  

 

Tom began his demonstration by bringing everyone 

behind the shop where he had a maple log ready to be 

turned into a couple of bowls. Beginning with the 

identification of the pith (center most part of the log), Tom marks off on 

both sides of the log where the top of the bowl will be. He then uses a 

piece of masonite ripped to the desired depth of the bowl to draw a line 

parallel to the first line. Using the chainsaw he cuts the blank out. A 

cardboard template is then used to mark the diameter of the bowl and the  

center of the bowl. Unlike most turners that use a bandsaw to cut their 

bowls round, Tom cuts his with a chainsaw.  

 

With a round blank, Tom uses a faceplate to secure the bowl to the lathe. 

With the tailstock brought up to help support the work, scraping cuts are 

made to clean up the face. Using a push cut, the corners are knocked off, 

making the blank round. Tom tries to use push cuts extensively to shape the 

outside of the bowl. This makes it easier on him and the tool, eliminating the 

pounding of an out of round blank. Once the outside shape is formed, a 

tenon is created on the bottom of the bowl. Tom makes his as large as 

possible to help prevent tenon failure. With a nice clean tenon and square 

shoulder for the chuck to rest on, the bowl is reversed onto a scroll chuck. 

The toolrest should be set so that the tool will cut on the centerline. Touch 

the tip of the tool first to establish the cut and to give the bevel wood to 

ride on. Tom goes deep right away, starting by hogging out the center. 

Shape the bowl so that the inside curve matches the outside curve and the 

wall thickness is ten percent of the bowl's diameter. Tom coats the end 

grain sections of the bowl with Anchorseal and allows them to dry for six 

months to a year. 
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AVW amended the clubs 

by-laws to now allow any 

club member to 

demonstrate.  

Club picnic and hands on 

demonstrations in June. 

Please bring a side dish or 

dessert to share.  

Next year we have 2 

professional demonstrators 

presenting: 

Stuart Batty - August 

Liam O'Neil - November 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raffle Winners 

Dave - sandpaper  

Dan 

 

Next Meeting:  

June 21st  

Summer Picnic 

Hands On Demonstrations 

 

June's Challenge 

Turn a bowl 

 

Raffle Winners 

Judy Rose - Sycamore wood 

Jack Kumek - Cherry wood 

Tim Gregory - Maple wood 

Jim Greer - Cherry wood 

Rich Vossler - Glue Brush 

Ken Darr - Painter's Points 

Dan Sampson -- CA Glue 

Charles - Pizza Cutter 

Lance Pearce - Dymondwood blanks 

 

New 

Members/Guests 

Steve 

Jimmy Harp 

Larry Bruno 

Monthly Program and Challenges 

June - Picnic - Hands On Demo   Challenge - Bowl  

July - Finishing/Embellishing   Challenge - Something for summer 

August - Chainsaw Demo   Challenge - Add color to a piece 

September - Molly Winton   Challenge - Turned between centers 

October - Hands On Demo   Challenge - Woodburning 

November - Jimmy Clewes   Challenge - 1st time turning that 

December -Christmas  Party   Challenge - Something outside the box 

Win 1 - Turn 1 - Rich Vossler 



Continued from page 1 

Once the bowl has dried it's 

time to remount it. Tom 

places the bowl between 

centers 

and trues 

the 

tenon. 

This is one 

of the 

reasons 

that you don't want to 

make the tenon the 

minimum size that your 

chuck will grip. True a small 

spot down low on the bowl 

by cutting in the "wrong" 

direction. He then finishes 

truing the outside of the 

bowl, 

bringing it 

back to 

round. 

The bowl 

is 

reversed so that the jaws of 

the chuck are gripping the 

tenon. Tom cleans up and 

trues the outside one more 

time, being careful not to 

remove any more wood 

than necessary. The larger 

a bowl 

is, the 

greater 

its 

value. 

Once 

the outside is cleaned up, 

the inside of the bowl 

needs to be made round. 

With everything finally true, 

the  

outside is 

shear 

scraped 

for the 

final 

finishing 

cuts. Going back to the 

inside, the walls of the bowl 

are brought to final 

thickness in steps. Once the 

first step is done, finish the 

rim. 

Continue bringing the walls 

to final thickness. Once the 

inside of the bowl is 

finished, remove it from the 

lathe and insert a block of 

wood into the jaws. Round 

and true this blank. Using a 

pad between the block 

and the inside of the bowl, 

remount the bowl between 

centers and clean up the 

foot and remove the tenon. 

Make sure the underneath 

of the 

foot is 

concave 

so the 

bowl will 

sit flat on the table. Tom 

sands the nub off with a 

rotary sander. 

 

 



Show and Tell 

 

  

Lance Pearce with his cherry 
shoe horn 

 
Archie Jacobs - purpleheart and 

maple segmented bowl 

Rich Vossler- Bowl on a 
pedestal - walnut and box 

elder burl 

Jack Klimek brought a spalted 
maple vase 

Dan Sampson brought a 
wonderful set of nesting cherry 

burl bowls 

Roy Aber - Silver Maple 
bowl 

Mike Fraser and his bowl 

Jason Beaty turned this 
cherry burl bowl 

Paul lion with a buffed pine 
bowl 



Support Those That Support Us 

 

McFarland’s Mill 
 

587 Round Hill Road  

Winchester, VA 22602  

Phone: (540) 667-2272  

Fax: (540) 722-6261  

Hours: Monday - Friday  7- 3:30,  Thursday 7- 6, Saturday 8-1 

We all know and appreciate what McFarland's Mill does in support of AVW club. Please 

make an effort to stop by and tell them thank you and even better make a purchase from 

them and support them for supporting us! Robert and Stephanie will appreciate it for sure. 

 

 

Local Wood 

40 Kimble Rd and Route 7 

Berryville, VA 22611  

Phone: (540) 955-9522  

Hours: Monday - Friday  8-4:30, Saturday 9:30-1 

 

 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Leesburg Plaza 

512 E. Market St. 

Leesburg, VA 20176 

Phone: (703)737-7880  

 

 

Exotic Lumber Inc. 

 329 E. 2nd Street, Frederick, MD 21701 

Phone: 301-695-1271 

Mon - Fri, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM; First/last Saturday of each month, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

AVW members receive a 10% discount on all turning and lumber purchases 

http://www.mcfarlandsmill.com/
http://www.localwoodva.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/index.php

