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Notice:  At the end of August, AVW member Charles Blackman suffered
a stroke and was taken to Fairfax Hospital for treatment.  Please keep
Charles and his family in your prayers.

August Presenter – Stuart Batty

In August, we were privileged to host a workshop and a demo with
renowned turner Stuart Batty. A second generation woodturner who
began at the age of 10 doing production turning for his father, Allen
Batty, Stuart developed his tool technique and then began to teach and
explore the artistic possibilities of the lathe. He currently demonstrates
in many countries and shows his work in galleries in England.  If you
were at the meeting, then you know that taking notes at one of his
demos is like trying to sip water from a fire hose... there's a lot coming
at you and fast! {Continued on next page}

Reminder:  The October meeting will feature Liam O'Neil as the presenter and
will be held on October 10th, the second Saturday.



{Batty, cont.}

His presentation focused on the following, seven fundamentals:
1. Know the grain direction of the work-piece.
2. Chuck the work-piece accurately and securely.
3. Keep your tools sharp.
4. Turn at the fastest speed that is consistent with safety.
5. Take care to adjust your tool rest for height, angle, and distance from the work-piece.
6. Maintain a stance that matches the cuts you are making. (see below)
7. Perfect and practice your techniques for tool control.

Examples of stance:

Straight, parallel cuts are made using the
following foot positions.  The tool handle should
be in contact with your body.

To make a straight cut, use these foot positions.

To make an oblique (angled) cut, use these foot
positions.

To make a curved cut, use these foot positions.

Stuart demonstrated the use of the right hand to control the cut in the following ways.  For straight
cuts, only the first two actions are needed but, for curved cuts (concave or convex), all 4 actions are
needed.
• Push/Pull
• Lift/Drop
• Twist (grain)
• Swing

When cutting, the right hand is an assistant in the following ways:
• It adds weight to the front of the tool
• It positions the start of the cut
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• It prevents skidding
• It enables braking (stopping the progress of the cut)

Exercise control over the following four variables to make perfect cuts:
• Tool cutting rate (feed speed)... slower is better
• Lathe speed... higher is better, but play safe
• Flute orientation... open gives a poor finish, closed gives a better finish
• Always use a sharp tool... resharpen frequently

Some notes from Stuart's demo:
• He recommends that gouges be ground at a 40°-42° angle... his optimum grind is 40°.  At

less than 40°, the gouge is too aggressive and “grabby”.  He uses this grind on the spindle
roughing gouge as well as on all spindle and bowl gouges.  He also grinds away the “bottom”
of the bevel right at the nose of the gouge because it lets him make tighter curves inside a
bowl.

• The wings of sharpened gouges should be straight or slightly concave... convex wings will be
ok when the cut is started, but will cut ahead of the tip once the cut is in process and catches
can result.

• He grinds a specialized bowl gouge to cut the bottom of the bowl.  It has a 60° bevel on a
deep U-shaped flute.

• He sharpens often... free-hand, without the use of jigs... and always resharpens before the
final cut.

• He generally uses a push-cut since it produces a cleaner cut and doesn’t tear out end grain.
He does use a pull-cut when his goal is the rapid removal of material.

• When using the push cut, the hand guiding the tool at the tool rest is used primarily to keep
the tool on the rest.  (see pics below)  He emphasized not to push the gouge into the wood
but to let it cut at its own speed.  When the gouge is pushed into the wood [i.e., by riding the
bevel too firmly] the wood at the point of contact is compressed and this results in uneven
cutting and produces an undulating surface.  Feed the gouge slowly over the surface for the
best finish.

• Stuart prefers extra-long tool handles on bowl gouges because it provides better control as
hollowing proceeds and more of the tool hangs out over the tool rest.  (Leverage!)  The long
handle makes it easier to brace it against your hip as you move in an arc, rocking from one
foot to the other as the cut proceeds  (see “stance” above and pics below)

• He prefers a much shorter handle on some spindle gouges and beading tools, especially
since the tool rest is near the work and a longer handle can hit your body during the fine-
shaping work that involves swinging and twisting the tool.

• He uses the skew chisel only for lay-out and shear scraping.
• For pommel cuts he prefers a spindle gouge and for beads he prefers either a spindle gouge

or a Bedan-type, square beading tool or parting tool.
• He doesn’t like diamond-shaped parting tools because the two sides are often asymmetrical

and thus wider than the actual cut.
• Since the typical roughing gouge has a small tang in relation to the size of the gouge, it is

prone to breaking and should only be used for rough-out spindle work.  A thick bowl gouge
can do the same job and is much less likely to break.
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• Gouges will tend to push away from the wood surface whereas scrapers will tend to pull
towards the wood surface

• The spindle gouge has a shallow flute that is shaped like an arc of a circle... the bowl gouge
has a deep flute with a complex shape that is either v-shaped or elliptical... an elliptical flute
is easier to grind (See pic of Stuart at the whiteboard, below)

• A negative-rake scraper...
◦ can have an included angle of 40-70 degrees is ok... its not critical
◦ is called “negative-rake” because it has two bevels... neither bevel is parallel to the axis of

the body of the scraper
◦ does not get honed after grinding... keep the burr edge... it is what does the cutting

(scraping)
◦ is much less likely to catch than a standard scraper, but don't use it with spalted or soft

wood because the fibers blind the burr and
◦ is presented so that it is oriented level with the wood, not sloped downward like a

conventional scraper
◦ http://www.woodcentral.com/woodworking/forum/archives_turning.pl/bid/2106/md/read/id/

99341/sbj/batty-on-negative-rake-scraper/
• Mount wood so that grain runs parallel with or perpendicular to the axis of the lathe... cutting

wood that is angled will be prone to problems because of a mix of  end and side grain.
• When using a 4-jaw chuck, always make a perfectly-square shoulder on the wood so that it

seats tight against the outer face of the jaws.  The chuck must fit tight against the wood
shoulder if the work-piece is to be aligned properly. When selecting jaws for the 4-jaw chuck,
use those jaws that allow a tight grip when they are nearly completely-closed... this provides
the tightest grip on the wood.

• For jam chucks he makes a positive shoulder and a constant size inner diameter body which
projects ½” ± beyond the shoulder into the work piece.  This projection will keep the piece
aligned on the jam chuck if it moves slightly away from the shoulder.  He also used masking
tape to secure his pieces to the jam chuck.

• Tool marks result when the turner traverses too fast for the lathe speed... either slow down
the traverse or speed up the lathe

• Do not rub the bevel... light contact is adequate
• Pommels are a very difficult shape... keep square end of a spindle and transition into the

turned part of the spindle
• To turn a thin-wall bowl... grip with screw chuck... turn the chuck-grip on the free end and

turn/finish the outside shape... grip the piece in the chuck and turn the inside shape until the
wall thickness is so thin that the “push” is deforming the shape of the bowl, hindering the
turning... reverse the piece using a jam chuck and turn the outside to get the desired wall
thickness.

• Using an expansion grip inside a dovetail hollow is strongest if the piece is thick and strong
enough to handle the expansion force without splitting... a compression grip that holds a
dovetailed spigot is weaker, but is best for smaller, thin vessels that might split from the force
of an expansion grip.

• Don't rest your hand on the tool rest, grip the tool rest, or push a gouge against the tool rest.
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• Hint: if you are experiencing vibration when cutting a work-piece, it is most-often a result of a
bad job of mounting the piece in the chuck... stop and examine/adjust the grip of the chuck...
check to see that the work-piece is seated against the outer face of the jaws and not against
the bottom.  You may have to reduce the length of the “spigot” on the work-piece before
mounting it in the chuck.

• During sanding, start large 100/150, not 320... even if the surface feels smooth... the
imperfections caused by uneven movement of the body won't be removed by the smaller grit.

• During sanding, don't jump grits by more than 50%.  For example, an acceptable progression
of grits is 100, 150, 220, 320, 400, 600.

Here are some pics from Stuart's demo:

Pointing out the flute shape for bowl gouges (2
on left) versus a spindle gouge (on right). Stuart uses a long handle and a very light left-

hand grip on the tool during hollowing.

Putting a 40/40 grind on his gouge. Stuart's hollowing cuts are made with a relaxed
left-hand grip that avoids forcing the bevel

against the surface being cut.
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Stuart demonstrates that you can make a
hollowing cut without a left-hand grip.

Another look at a “grip” that controls the tool on
the tool rest without a risk of pushing/pulling the
bevel too tight against the wall of the bowl.

You can find an excellent collection of Stuart's video clips at the following link... note that the link
provided in the handout from the meeting does not work:

https://vimeo.com/woodturning/videos

Here are some links that were mentioned by Stuart during the demo:
• Cindy Drozda has made a video about sharpening bowl gouges... 40-40 grind... straight wing

shape... details of the grinding process... follows Batty's procedure... illustrates the difference
between grinding bowl and spindle gouges...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_KDSIDAtGc
• Ashley Harwood is featured in an article describing a demo she gave at Carolina Mountain

Woodturners (an AAW chapter) … featured grinding and use of a bowl gouge with elliptical
flute and 40/40 grind...

http://www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org/articles/480

2015 Monthly Programs and Challenges
Month Program Challenge
September Tips, Techniques, & Jigs Use The Push cut
October Liam O'Neill Try Something New
November Hands-On Demonstrations Turn Something From Softwood
December Christmas Party Turn a Battle Top
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Show & Tell
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Support Our Friends!

http://www.mcfarlandsmill.com/
587 Round Hill Road, Winchester, VA 22602

Phone:  (540) 667-2272
FAX:  (540) 722-6261

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00-3:30; Thu 7:00-6:00; Sat 8:00-1:00

We all know and appreciate what McFarland's Mill does for our club.  Please stop by to thank them
for  their  help and,  even better,  purchase your  turning  supplies  from them to support  them for
supporting us!  Stephanie and Robert will appreciate your patronage, for sure.

In case you don't already know, they carry a variety of items from the Rockler catalog and, if they do
not have something in stock, they will order it for you (sale prices, discounts, and specials apply)
and you will not have to pay for shipping... a good deal!  Contact Stephanie by phone or email...

mcfarlandsmill@comcast.net

http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/
329 East 2nd Street, Frederick MD 21701

Phone:  (301) 695-1271
Toll-Free:  (888) 262-7338

Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30; First/Last Sat each month 9:00-1:00

Exotic Lumber, which started in Annapolis in 1994, operates as a specialty lumber yard with two
operations to serve the Washington/Baltimore area. We ship lumber to customers throughout the
United States and, with over 130 species in stock, we have one of the widest selections of lumber
available on the East Coast.  Our customers include cabinet makers, furniture makers, millwork
shops,  boat builders, woodturners, etc. We have no minimums - you can purchase 1 board or
1000bf. Have a look through the pages of our website as we constantly upload new images... email
us, phone us or, better still, visit us at either our Annapolis or Frederick warehouses where you are
most welcome to select your own lumber from our neatly stacked racks.  You can also find us on
Facebook!

Show your AVW Membership Card to receive a 10% discount!
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For Sale at McFarland's Mill
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The 40/40 Bowl Gouge 

 

 

To set up the 
grinder 
platform, 
make sure 
that there is a 
4o degree 
angle where it 
contacts the 
wheel.  
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The 4o/40 bowl gouge gets its name 
from the grind, which produces a 40 
degree bevel on the nose and wings of 
the gouge, with straight wings which are 
swept back at a 40 degree angle.  

  

 

In order to create the 40 degree swept 
back wings, place the tool on the 
platform at 40 degrees from horizontal.  

  

 

When grinding the wing, the flute should 
be slightly open, so that the inside wall of 
the wing is parallel with the surface of 
the platform.  
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To grind the wing, rock the handle up 
and down slightly, making sure to keep 
the tool flat on the surface of the 
platform.  

  

 

Repeat for the right wing.  

  

 

To grind the nose of the gouge, twist and 
swing at the same time.  
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The Gathering     Oct. 30-Nov. 1The Gathering     Oct. 30-Nov. 1
An Educational Celebration of AgriCULTURE 
503(c)3 NonProfit Benefit Festival
Location: Clarke County Fairgrounds Berryville, VA

HOME REGISTER THE BASKET CATCH THE SPIRIT OF "THE GATHERING" FRIENDS HOW 4 KIDZ CONTRIBUTE

Vendors Exhibitors Art Challenge Dancers

What is "The Gathering?"What is "The Gathering?"
An Experiment in HumanityAn Experiment in Humanity
     It is about Native American people and
neighbors celebrating with:

NATIVE AMERICAN HARVEST DANCE
VIRGINIA GOURD FESTIVAL
KIDZ HARVEST FEST
TRADING POST
LIVING HISTORY EXHIBITORS
MULTICULTURAL THANKSGIVING
MILITARY VETERAN & UNIFORMED
SERVICES TRIBUTE
(Sat. and Sun.) The Gathering of
AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS
(Sat: TWILIGHT AUCTION and FOR
KIDZ Trick or Treat Trot)

     “The Gathering” is an “AgriCultural”
Celebration. Agri meaning land. Agriculture
meaning working or tilling land in order to
produce food. Food of course is necessary for
living.  
      Culture the act of developing the intellectual
and moral faculties especially through
education. The integrated pattern of human
behavior that includes thought, speech, action
and artifacts and depends on mankind’s
capacity for learning and transmitting
knowledge to succeeding generations. 

Native American
Harvest Dance

The Gathering is about Native American people

An Educational Celebration of AgriCulture
In this play on words “AgriCulture,” 

the people of this and neighboring communities
are the LAND.

“The Gathering” is the SEED. 
The sponsors, participants, partners, and
vendors are the PLANTERS of this 

seed of Thanksgiving.

    In this experiment in humanity, what this
seed produces is determined by the level and
caliber of commitment to Thanksgiving and
humanity by the planters. 
     We are not seeking to recapture the spirit of
the first Thanksgiving. That was then. This is
now. 
      We are seeking to create space for a new
and elevated “spirit in humanity” with the level
and intensity that is fueled by the deep personal
question of: 

How can I participate?
How much can I contribute of myself
and my resources? 
Who do I know that would want to be
part of this all exciting “seed of
possibilities” in Thanksgiving and
humanity?

     The response to this question defines the
“state of community” in our community. 
     Let the spirit of the gathering catch you.

Two Types of Vendors

Kidz Harvest Fest andKidz Harvest Fest and

Gourd Festival:  Gourd Festival:  Fri. Oct. 30    Fri. Oct. 30    
          

Harvest Dance & Gourd Festival:  Harvest Dance & Gourd Festival:  
Sat. Oct. 31 - Sun. Nov. 1Sat. Oct. 31 - Sun. Nov. 1

Clarke County FairgroundsClarke County Fairgrounds

890 West Main Street890 West Main Street

Berryville, VA 22611Berryville, VA 22611

Get Directions

Virginia Gourd
Festival

The Gathering is about the VIRGINIA GOURD
FESTIVAL celebrating the gourd harvest with
gourd art, workshops and displays that

Louis Campbell
(Photo by Peter

Thronton)

Jamie K. Oxendine

Living
History

Exhibitors

Trading
Post

Earrings by Brandy
Jackson Lumbee

Charter:  The Town
of Berryville was
chartered in January
15, 1798.

Location:  Berryville
is located 60 Miles
west of Washington,
D.C. in Clarke
County, Virginia at
the junction of U.S.
Route 340 and VA
Route 7.

Tickets On Sale Now Online Magazine

Admission $5 / 4 and under FreeAdmission $5 / 4 and under Free

Dried Gourd Art by René White of Lumbee
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and neighbors Celebrating the Harvest with
dance, regalia, storytelling, giving thanks and
various social interactions … with invitation for
all to learn and participate. 

Kidz Harvest Fest

The Gathering is a Kidz Harvest Fest with
children and teachers traveling through Native
American villages in the four directions, seeing,
touching, feeling, smelling and hearing dancers,
teepee, farming, goats, seed and much more!
Teachers will be able to download passports
and educational activities that foster organic
health and wellness, sustainable living and
three sisters interplanting … with invitation for
children and teachers grades 2nd and 4th to
learn and participate.

Military Veteran & 
Uniformed Services

Tribute

All Military Veterans and Uniformed Services
Personnel are invited to attend The Gathering
for special recognition at the beginning of the
Harvest Dance.

The Gathering is about Living History
Exhibitors & Trading Post with sustainable
homesteading, green farming, book forum with
authors, sacred land preservation, children’s
fine arts, craft vendors and artisans, Native 
American cuisine  … with invitation for all to
learn and participate. 

Multicultural
Thanksgiving

We are not seeking to recapture the spirit of the
first Thanksgiving. That was then. This is now. 

The Harvest GatheringThe Harvest Gathering
ObjectivesObjectives

Objective #1

Objective #2

Objective #3

Objective #4

The Gathering
Oct. 30  Nov. 1
Clarke County Virginia Fairgrounds

890 West Main Street
Berryville, VA 22611

Friday, October 30 
Grounds Open at 9:00 am

demonstrate the many applications and uses of
this highly versatile crop and art form  … with
invitation for all to learn and participate.

Upcoming Events
AugustOctober

Clarke County Farmers Market Open

JanDec
VERITY VAREÉ

revealing the truth about beauty

______

September
OM Times Magazine Feature

Master of Ceremonies Dennis Banks
______

Sat., October 17
8:00 am – 12:00 noon  Frybread

Tastetest Indian Frybread 
Clarke County Farmers Market 
by Kim Boyd's Nest Restaurant
Afternoon  Dennis Banks

Meet Dennis Banks 
American Indian Movement CoFounder

and view his Documentary
"It's a Good Day to Die"

Barns of Rose Hill Cultural Center 
Berryville VA
Dinner

Barns of Rose Hill Cultural Center 
Berryville VA

Evening Indian Rocky Soul Concert
Dark Water Rising Live in Concert
Barns of Rose Hill Cultural Center 

Berryville VA
_______

Photos by Peter
Thornton

Horseshoe Curve Benevolent Association with
Blue Ridge Fire Co. 8

Brian Wilkes Author

Dried Gourd Art by
Mike Connolly

Dried Gourd designed
with endangered

insects and animals
by René White of

Lumbee

Three Sisters 
Art Show/Sale

RegisterBarns of Rose Hill a
Cultural Center for the
Shenandoah Valley

{Restoring beauty, one woman at a time}
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Dogs on Leash Okay (not in buildings)
No Alcohol
No Drugs
No Coolers

14th Annual 
Virginia Gourd Festival

9:00 am  5:00 p.m.
Gourd Classes
Gourd Vendors

Buy Gourds & Gourd Supplies
Sign Up for Classes Early

Kidz Harvest Fest *
School Day at "The Gathering"

* An RSVP Event

Traders Post
9:00 am  6:00 p.m.

Living History Exhibitors
11:00 am  4:00 p.m.

Grounds Close to Public at 6:00 pm
with exception of overnight
campers and vendors

Saturday, October 31
Grounds Open at 9:00 am

14th Annual 
Virginia Gourd Festival

9:00 am  5:00 pm
Gourd Classes
Twilight Auction
Gourd Vendors

Buy Gourds & Gourd Supplies
"Native American" Gourd Competition

"The Bling's the Thing" Gourd Competition
Sign Up for Classes Early

Trader's Village
9:00 am  6:00 pm

Native American
Harvest Dance
11:00 am  4:00 pm

"Bring in the Harvest" Dance
Colors with Honor Guard

Military Veteran 
& Uniformed Services Tribute
Grand Entry (12:00 noon)
Dancing, Drums & Singing
Candy Dance for Children

Raffles
Multicultural Thanksgiving

Last Dance

Traders Post
9:00 am  6:00 p.m.

Living History Exhibitors

Date TBD
View Documentary

"It's a Good Day to Die" with Dennis Banks
Alamo Draft House

_______

October 27  November 21
Native American Inspired 

Three Sisters Regional Art Challenge
Show & Sale

Featuring ThreeSisters Art from around the
Region; also Gourd Artist Mike Connolly and
Native American Artist Stacey Littledeer

Barns of Rose Hill Cultural Center 
Berryville VA
_______
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The Gathering is Hosted by the nonprofit federally recognized Native American Church of Virginia a Sanctuary on the Trail™ 
In partnership with the Virginia Lovers' Gourd Society 

With the support of the Red Road Foundation,™ Nowa Cumig Institute™ and Clarke County Parks and Recreation.

11:00 am  4:00 pm

Twilight Auction
5:00 p.m.  6:00 pm

"TrickorTreat" Trot
NOT OPEN to the Public

for Kids Attending the Gathering
Hamster Dance

6:00 pm  6:30 pm

Sunday, November 1
Grounds Open at 9:00 am

14th Annual 
Virginia Gourd Festival

9:00 am  5:00 pm
Gourd Classes
Gourd Vendors

Buy Gourds & Gourd Supplies
"Native American" Gourd Competition

Winner Announced 12:00 noon
"The Bling's the Thing" Gourd Competition

Winner Announced 12:00 noon
Sign Up for Classes Early

Traders Post
9:00 am  5:00 pm

Native American 
Harvest Dance
12:00 am  4:00 pm

"Bring in the Harvest" Dance
Colors with Honor Guard

Military Veteran 
& Uniformed Services Tribute
Grand Entry (1:00 pm)
Dancing, Drums & Singing
Candy Dance for Children

Raffles
Multicultural Thanksgiving

Last Dance

Living History Exhibitors
11:00 am  4:00 pm
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