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March Meeting Notes
Treasurer Mike Fraser reported that, after paying bills and processing
deposits, our checkbook balance is $3484.10 and we continue to be
solvent.  He also reported that dues payments are still lagging with only
56 paid-up members for 2017.  This low level of paid memberships will
impact our ability to, e.g., have quality demonstrations by professional-
level woodturners.  Following the March meeting, Mike reported that we
had 11 renewals and 2 new memberships... a good thing!  The raffle
netted $90.13 and the auction netted a profit of $591.50 for the club.

Mike and Webmaster Marcus Cooper reported that the AVW web site
has been set up to process membership renewals via PayPal, making it
easier for our members to stay active. Renewals paid by cash or check
are welcome and are always accepted at meetings.

VP Dave Hickman presented the safety tip for April,
pointing out that, while the “cutting end” of spindle
and bowl gouges may look alike, the tang on the
handle-end of the steel is what determines the
strength of the tool for its intended purpose.  In
spindle turning, cutting side-grain as it rotates
parallel to the lathe bed involves much less force



than cutting end-grain, e.g., when turning a bowl or hollow form, or when cutting a burl or a
blank that has knots or inclusions.  The longer tang inside the handle of a bowl gouge is better
able to withstand the increased cutting forces, especially when the force is amplified by the extra
leverage on the tool when it is typically extended further over the tool rest during turning of the
interior of a hollow form.  In the picture (above), the longer tang of the left-hand steel identifies it
as a bowl gouge, whereas the right-hand steel has the shorter tang of a spindle roughing gouge.
The cutaway handle on the right also shows how little steel is held by the handle of a spindle
gouge.  BE SAFE... USE A TOOL THAT IS MADE FOR THE JOB!

Scott brought us up to date on the programs he has scheduled for the rest of 2017.  You can
see the schedule of events on page ###.  He also pointed out that only two people had signed
up for the Harvey Meyer workshop in April and that, to avoid incurring a financial loss, we would
have to open the workshop to members of our sister clubs or cancel the workshop altogether.

Denis reiterated the advantages of AAW membership and the benefits that accrue to AVW when
our members also join AAW... scholarships and tool donations from manufacturers.  AVW offers
a free trial (60-day) membership for current non-members and is poised to offer full membership
at a 50% discount for first-time members.

>>>IMPORTANT Dues Reminder: Don't forget to pay your 2017 dues to keep your AVW
membership active and maintain your access to AVW-sponsored workshops and programs
throughout the year.  To pay by mail, use the form provided on page ### of this newsletter or
use PayPal from the AVW website or see Treasurer Mike Fraser at the next meeting.

Member-Information Update: Our liability insurance rates depend on AVW meeting certain
requirements for maintaining accurate member information, most importantly emergency
contacts.  Please take a moment at the next AVW meeting to verify or complete your information
with Treasurer Mike Fraser.  Thanks!

>>> Help Needed:  JC Jennings is asking for volunteers to learn how to set up the AV
equipment.  He particularly needs backup for the July meeting... his email and phone are listed
on page 1

>>> Group Buys:  Have an idea for a group buy?  See a club officer at the next meeting.

March Program, Part 1:
“AVW Members Sharing Tips & Techniques”

Denis Delahanty shared tips and techniques for using household products in
the shop.  He pointed out that Lestoil, a commercial brand-name cleaning
product, was very effective for removing paint, especially dried-on paint,
from brushes.  Merely soak the brush in straight Lestoil and its petroleum
base will soften the hardest paint to the point where combing with a common
dog brush will remove all traces.  Remember that just dropping a brush into
a can of Lestoil will cause the bristles to curl, so suspend it at the rim so it
doesn't lean against the bottom of the can.  Once it is clean, the brush gets a
final wash using Dawn detergent and warm water and can then be wrapped
in a sheet of paper towel to preserve the bristles' shape.
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Denis also pointed out various uses for Glad Press'n Seal, which has a tacky
surface that beats normal plastic wrap for sealing in a number of applications.
For example, he found it to be very effective for sealing the tip of a partially-
used tube of caulk and a lot easier to remove the next time the caulk is used.
Just cut a small piece of Press'n Seal, wrap it tightly around the spout of the
caulking tube and press to make the seal.  Press'n Seal also works very well as
a temporary wrap for a paintbrush or roller... cut a piece big enough for the item
you want to wrap... press to seal all edges so air can't get to the paint... short-
term storage in the refrigerator or long-term in the freezer can keep the
brush/roller soft and ready for the next time you get back to your painting task.

Lastly, it is sometimes handy to paint from smaller containers like beer cups and, when you need to
set it aside for lunch or a coffee break, a small piece of Press'n Seal placed over the top of the
container and pressed around the sides to seal it will keep the paint from thickening while you are
on your break.

Finally, Denis offered a method for increasing the shelf life of your supply
of adhesives like CA glue.  Simply place your bottles inside a small, lidded
container like a mason jar and screw on the cap.  Separating the glue
from the effects of air and humidity can greatly improve its shelf life...
storing the jar in a refrigerator will make it last even longer.  If your shop
doesn't have convenient access to a refrigerator, then dropping a couple
of those ubiquitous dessicant packets into the jar will serve the purpose of
further reducing exposure to humidity.

Scott Schlosser described a tip that came to him indirectly through one of
his students who had recently purchased a pen made by another turner.
The turner gave the student his business card and, on the reverse side, he
wrote a simple “thank you” and identified both the material used for the
barrel of the pen and the type of refill to purchase when the pen ran out of
ink.  Its a simple, easy thing to do, but it conveys a sense of both quality
and and a customer-oriented focus that enhances the turner's reputation
and could result in future sales.

John Armel shared a potential finger-saving tip for cutting pen
blanks to length before turning.  He once used his radial-arm
saw to do the trimming but, after losing a fingertip, he built a jig
that attached to the miter gauge on his bandsaw (see pictures).
With the jig in the miter slot of the bandsaw, a properly-sized
pen blank is held against the fence so that the end of the blank
just touches the saw blade... then the blank is pulled slightly
back from the blade so there is daylight between them.  The

movable stop is tightened against the far end of the blank and, once set up, John can cut multiple
pen blanks to a consistent length without risking contact with a moving saw blade.

Last, but not least, Mike Fraser explained how he creates specialty
turning tools instead of buying them.  His example was a trio of
shaping tools that he used to create goblets with captive rings.  The
picture to the left shows the raw materials (a cut steel nail, a piece of
mild steel rod, and a handle turned from scrap oak with a collar made
from copper tubing) and the finished product (a goblet with a captive
ring).  Mike started with lengths of 5/16”-3/8” diameter, mild-steel rod
and end-drilled each one with a diameter and to a depth that would
accept about ¼ to 1/3 of the length of a cut steel nail.
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A steel nail was driven into the hole in each
piece of rod until the collar of the rod began
to swell, ensuring that the nail was mounted
securely.  The faces of each nail were
ground and the cutting shape (see the
shapes in the picture on the right) was
formed using a Dremel tool with an
appropriately-sized bit.  The finished tool
was pressed into a hole drilled in the handle.

Note that one tool is a right-hand grind and the other is a left-hand grind... both are required to cut
the sides of each ring.  The goblet was turned, leaving a narrow “pedestal” around the stem... the
“pedestal” was soaked with CA glue to stabilize the thin structure so it could be turned away from
the goblet stem... the tools were used to shape the ring and separate it from the stem.

March Program, Part 2:
“The Auction”

With Denis Delahanty serving as auctioneer, the
first AVW “used treasures” auction was held to the
benefit of the AVW treasury.  A great many items
were donated to the auction by club members and,
as a result, the proceeds of their sale went 100% to
benefit the club.  Kudos to the members who
supported the club in this way!  Other items were
sold with a 10% commission going to benefit the
club.  In all, 17 buyers left the meeting as the new owners of old items and

a total of 38 items or groups of items changed hands.  The AVW treasury netted $591.50 from the
auction and another $90.13 from the monthly raffle.
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March Show-and-Tell Gallery

Elvin Rose: Bowl; White oak
crotch; ### finish

John Walter:  Ice cream scoop;
Spectraply; Poly finish... also...
Small spinning top; Redheart;
Unfinished

Jeff Shumaker: Natural-edge
Bowl; Cherry'; Walnut Oil Finish

Terry Fox: Platter; African
Mahogany; Danish Oil & Wax
finish

Terry Fox: Plate; African
Mahogany; Danish Oil & Wax
finish (Note: The mortise in the
base is 1/16” deep and was
held by the chuck as the face
was turned.  Terry has a light
touch!)

Roy Aber: Vessel of illusion
(inspired by Trent Bosch);
Maple body & Walnut lid;
Walnut Oil finish  (Note:  The
walnut lid is smaller than the top
of the vessel... clever work!)
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March Show-and-Tell Gallery (cont.)

John Armel: Bottle Stoppers;
English Chestnut; Satin Lacquer
finish

John Armel: Bowl, Walnut,
Satin Lacquer finish

John Armel: Bowl, Walnut,
Satin Lacquer finish

J. C. Jennings: (left) Egg; Walnut;... (middle) Bowl; Padauk … (left) Jewelry
Holder; Bocote... all three finished with Yorkshire Grit and Hut PPP
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March Show-and-Tell Gallery (cont.)

Harriet Maloney: (top left) Lidded Pot; Thuja &
African Blackwood... (top right) Bowl; Australian
Mallee... (bottom) Lidded Pot (joint with Don);
Thuja & African Blackwood... Oil & Wax finish on
all three pieces.

Mike Fraser: Segmented Vase; Poplar & Walnut; Tung Oil and Wax finish

Mike Fraser: Segmented Bowl; Mahogany (cut from a single board); Tung Oil and Wax finish
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March Show-and-Tell Gallery (cont.)

Mike Fraser: Ring Bowl w/
Finial; Holly & African
Blackwood; Tung Oil and Wax
finish

Tony DiMasi: Bowl; Box Elder;
Oil and Poly mix finish.

Dan Sampson: Lady's Hat;
Wood unknown; finish unknown

Scott Schlosser: (top left) Pink Bowl; Tiger Maple, Walnut, and Colorwood; Lacquer finish... (top
right) Yellow Bowl; Tiger Maple, Walnut, Yellowheart, & Colorwood; lacquer finish... (bottom) Truck
Bowl; Mild Tiger Maple, Walnut, & Blackwood; Mahoney Oil finish
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March Show-and-Tell Gallery (cont.)

Scott Schlosser: Pens; shell
casings, various woods and
acrylic barrel materials.

Allen Baker: Lidded Bowl;
wood unknown; finish unknown.

Allen Baker: Small platter;
wood unknown; finish unknown

Jerry Louderback: Hollow-form
with lid; wood unknown; finish
unknown
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Items For Sale
Got something in your garage or shop that has been collecting dust?  Consider listing it here and, if
you are successful in selling/trading it away, then consider donating a small portion of your sale to
support our club programs.  In lieu of that, how about a donation of some “turnable” wood or a small
shop or craft item that we could use in one of our regular drawings? Thank you!

For Sale - Craftsman 12” x 36" Model #113.23800 wood lathe; $150, or will trade for a 22” diameter
round wood block for blocking the crown of a hat; please contact Christopher Wilson at
antifarb@outlook.com or 240-508-7253.

AVW Bulletin Board
This section of the AVW Newsletter contains short items of current and immediate interest are
posted... sort of a one-stop shopping location for AVW-related items.  Check here each month for late-
breaking news!

>>> HARVEY MEYER WORKSHOP: There are still a couple of slots available for the Harvey Meyer
Workshop to be held followiong the regular AVW meeting on April 15th... it will run from 1:00-6:00. Price for
the workshop is $75.00 which includes the material fee listed in Harvey's synopsis (see below).  Workshop
participants must attend Harvey's Saturday-morning demo to learn how to make the platter so more
workshop time can be spent finishing the basket-illusion design. The workshop can accommodate 8
participants and, to reserve your space, you must remit a $50.00 deposit.  Contact Scott for more
information.

>>> ONEWAY DISCOUNTS:  OneWay is having a 25%-off sale and AVW is willing to broker a bulk
buy from OneWay because it can save everyone shipping costs.  Contact Paul Lion at any AVW
meeting or via email at sawguy007@gmail.com if you are interested in participating.

Donations Encouraged!!!: Do you have any wood blanks, turnings (finished or unfinished), or turning-
related tools or gadgets laying around your shop collecting dust that you can't bring yourself to “just toss”?
Consider donating them to AVW as items for a raffle or auction.  It would help raise funds for our club and
its an easy way to make space in your shop without the bother of a tag sale.  Bring any donated items to a
meeting and see a Board member.  Thank you in advance for your consideration.
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Coming April 15th:  Harvey Meyer Workshop
“Implementing a Basket-Illusion Design”

In this session, students will learn all of the techniques I use to create the "basket illusion". In a one
day class, students will not finish the project, but they can complete it on their own at home. In a two-
day class, most students will complete the project or be close to completion. In a one-day class,
each student will turn a small platter, about 6" in diameter. In a two-day class the platter will be about
8" in diameter. Using the beading tool, they will turn 1/8" beads on both sides of the platter and learn
to burn the valley between each bead using sandpaper or formica.  Then they will learn how to use
the jigs to index both sides of the platter to a specified number of segments. Following that, they will
begin learning how to burn the segment lines over each bead using the Optima 21AEF pyro pen. Not
all of the burning can be done in a one-day class. In the two-day class, all of the burning should be
finished. Then they will learn how to begin dying the segments by following a pattern I will provide for
them. All of the dying cannot be completed during a one-day class and students will have to complete
the burning and dying at home.In a two-day class, most students will finish dying at least one side of
the platter. Some may finish both sides.  Faster students will also learn to burn a herringbone weave
around the rim of the platter. I will also discuss how to finish the piece.

- Each student needs a lathe. Midi lathes are fine. Larger lathes are better, but not required.
- Basic turning tools required (1/2" bowl gouge with side grind, 3/8 spindle or detail gouge, parting
tool, 1/2" round nose scraper - preferably with negative rake)
- A chuck that fits the lathe. Jaws that will fit a 1 7/8 to 2 1/4" tenon - usually #2 jaws.
- a small pair of scissors (junky ones because they will be used to cut sandpaper)
- a piece of old mouse pad, about 4" diameter (I have these with me)
- beading tools from D-way tools - the 1/8" is required. The 3/16" is optional. I'll have a few of these
available for use, but if students would like to have their own, I have them available for sale at cost
(see below).
- A pyrography unit such as Optima, Razortip, Burnmaster, etc. I will have some Optima units
available for sale. (see below)
- Burning pens: I use Optima 21AEF. I'll have a few Optima pens available for use.  I also have them
available for sale (see below). If you have a medium skew pen, you should bring it too.
- Faber Castell Pitt Artist Pens - Colors black, sepia, and sanguine. Brush "B" tip and "S" superfine tip
- one of each. About $2-3 each at Dick Blick. 4 pens will be provided as part of the class material fee.
Additional pens will be available for sale.
- Wood - 5/4 hard maple, about 6" diameter. I normally provide the wood and it will be covered in the
class material fee.
- I will have jigs and index wheels for students to use
- each student will need a chair to sit in while burning and dying. Some tables are also needed.
- students need good eyesight or magnification and patience

I provide a "kit" for each student consisting of:
4 - Faber Castell Pitt artist pens - 2 colors
1 piece of hard maple, 5/4, about 6" diameter (8" for two day class)
sandpaper and/or formica for burning the valleys
scalpel handle and 5 #11 blades
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The kit cost is between $20 and $25 depending on prices when I purchase the supplies. You can add
this to each student's fee and then the club can reimburse me, or I can collect from each student.

These are the items I normally have available for sale.
- D-Way beading tools: 1/8", 3/16", and sometimes I have 1/4". These are about $48 each
- Optima 21AEF 1/8" basket illusion burning pens. These are about $32 each.  I may also have 3/16"
pens available.
- Optima #11 medium skew burning pen. Usually about $22 each.
- additional Faber Castell Pitt Artist India ink marking pens in "B" brush and "S" superfine tips. $2.50 -
$3.00 each
- I usually have some Optima 1 pyro units available for sale. about $95 each.
- I generally have cords available for those who have burners made by other companies. $10-15
each.

AVW Members can see more about Harvey Meyer and his work at the following links:
Harvey's website... be sure to check out the “Gallery” section... beautiful!

http://www.harveymeyer.com/
Videos from a workshop at the Gwinnett Woodworkers Association (Georgia)...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A4UI_7OYDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MjDJ-M5XDM

Videos of the turning of a “Beads of Courage” box...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6G7j6KikTV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwPofNfkwS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dZJEIKZIMw

*****************************************************************************
Benefits of Membership in AAW

Our club (AVW) is the Winchester chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW), the
largest organization for woodturners in the world, with 15,000 members and 350 affiliated clubs
worldwide. For those of you who are not a member of AAW, we are providing an introduction by
including a link to the most recent edition of Fundamentals, an on-line, bimonthly publication of AAW
that has a goal of assisting beginning and intermediate woodturners learn the craft... although
woodturners at all levels find it to be informative and useful... a great way to learn a new technique or
improve an old one.  We hope you enjoy reading this free edition and we hope you will consider the
benefits of membership in AAW.  You can enjoy a free 60-day trial membership by going to
http://www.woodturner.org/ .  In addition to receiving at home their award-winning bimonthly
publications, American Woodturner and Fundamentals, there is always something new to learn and
discover on the AAW website... http://www.woodturner.org … something to incorporate into your own
woodturning.

To view a recent copy of Fundamentals, click the following link...
Sample copy of AAW Fundamentals

*****************************************************************************
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2017 Monthly Programs and Challenges
Remember:  Each month, on the Thursday following the Saturday Monthly
Program, there is a mentored skills-improvement session from 6:00-8:00 pm.

Date Program Monthly Challenge
MAR 23 Skills night
APR 15 Harvey Meyer... professional

woodturner from Dunwoody,
Georgia... “Basket Illusion
Challenge” (See information on
page ###.)

Turn an item that is “tricky”

APR 20 Skills night
MAY 20 Charlie Wortman... turner from

Catoctin Area Turners... “Burning
Turned Shapes With Electricity” and
“Turning Spheres”

Turn an item with an “illusion”

MAY 25 Skills night
JUN 17 Hands-on Workshop... “Turning

Pens For Troops”... a mini-
marathon where AVW volunteers
(that's you!) will turn 3-dozen pens
to be sent to our troops.

{tba}

JUL 15 Derek Wiedman... offset turning {tba}

AUG 19 Dave Swiger... “Finishing turned
pieces”

{tba}

SEP 16 Dave Robinson... “Turning an
Octopod Bowl”

{tba}

OCT 21 Denis Delahanty... Making a 3-
legged stool... morning
demonstration plus afternoon
workshop.

{tba}

OCT 26 Skills Night
NOV 18 Hands-on Workshop... {tba} {tba}
NOV 23 Skills Night
DEC 16 Holiday Party... {tba} {tba}
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Support Our Friends!

http://www.mcfarlandsmill.com/
587 Round Hill Road, Winchester, VA 22602

Phone:  (540) 667-2272
FAX:  (540) 722-6261

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00-3:30; Thu 7:00-6:00; Sat 8:00-1:00

We all know and appreciate what McFarland's Mill does for our club.  Please stop by to thank them
for  their  help  and,  even  better,  purchase  your  turning  supplies  from  them  to  support  them  for
supporting us!  Stephanie and Robert will appreciate your patronage, for sure.

In case you don't already know, they carry a variety of items from the Rockler catalog and, if they do
not have something in stock, they will order it for you (sale prices, discounts, and specials apply) and
you will not have to pay for shipping... a good deal!  Contact Stephanie by phone or email...

mcfarlandsmill@comcast.net

*****************************************************************************

http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/
329 East 2nd Street, Frederick MD 21701

Phone:  (301) 695-1271
Toll-Free:  (888) 262-7338

Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30; First/Last Sat each month 9:00-1:00

Exotic Lumber, which started in Annapolis in 1994, operates as a specialty lumber yard with two
operations to serve the Washington/Baltimore area. We ship lumber to customers throughout the
United States and, with over 130 species in stock, we have one of the widest selections of lumber
available on the East  Coast.   Our  customers include cabinet  makers,  furniture makers,  millwork
shops, boat builders, woodturners, etc. We have no minimums - you can purchase 1 board or 1000bf.
Have a look through the pages of our website as we constantly upload new images... email us, phone
us or,  better  still,  visit  us  at  either  our  Annapolis  or  Frederick  warehouses  where  you are  most
welcome to  select  your  own  lumber  from our  neatly  stacked  racks.   You  can  also  find  us  on
Facebook! Show your AVW Membership Card to receive a 10% discount!
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Follow Other Virginia Clubs!

This is a new section of the newsletter that lists information about fellow wood-turning clubs in Virginia.

Capitol Area Woodturners
Who:  Serving NoVA, DC, and MD... 200 members, mostly hobbyists
Contact:  Joe Zaderecky, President, 703-380-7000, joe@zadareky.net
Meetings: Bryant High School, 2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria VA 22306... second Saturday
of each month, 8:30 am for skills enhancement and 10:00 am for business meeting and demo.
Web: http://www.capwoodturners.org/

Catoctin Area Turners
Who: Serving western Loudoun County, Maryland... 70+ members of varying skills who are
interested in learning and promoting the art of turning wood.
Contact: Email form provided on the web site... no other contact information.
Meetings: Thursday before the 3rd Saturday each month, 6:30-? pm at the Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Department, 215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA  (Note:  See web site for meeting
exceptions in January and July.)
Web: http://catoctinareaturners.org/v5/

Central Virginia Woodturners
Who: Serving the foothills of the Shenandoah  Valley and neighboring West Virginia... 69
members with skills ranging from novice to professional
Contact: Dennis Hippen, President, president@centralvawoodturners.org
Meetings: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:00-9:00 pm, at the Crimora Community Center,
1648 New Hope and Crimora Road, Crimora, VA 24431,
Web: http://www.centralvawoodturners.org/

Mid-Maryland Woodturners Club
Who:  Serving the Frederick, Maryland, area.
Contact:  Dale Biggs, President, president@mmwtc.org
Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the IAFF Local 3666 Union Hall
(Formerly the Yellow Springs Lions Club), 8829 Yellow Springs Road, Frederick MD 21702
Web: http://www.mmwtc.org/

TidewaterTurners
Who: Serving the Norfolk, Virginia, area... 120 members dedicated to the craft of woodturning;
sharing the interest and knowledge of woodturning; and promoting the advancement of skills.
Contact: Cliff Guard, President, pres@tidewaterturners.net
Meetings:  Fourth Tuesday of each month (except December), 6:30-8:30 pm, at the Woodcraft
of Norfolk/Virginia Beach (The Shops at JANAF... map link provided)
Web: http://tidewaterturners.net/
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Follow Other Virginia Clubs! (cont.)

Woodturners of the Virginias
Who: Serving the foothills of the Shenandoah  Valley and neighboring West Virginia... 60
members with skills ranging from novice to professional
Contact: info@woodturnersofhtevirginias.org
Meetings: First and third Saturdays of each month, 9:00 am – noon, at Peter Shoemaker's
"Phoenix Shop" at 5906 Main St., Mount Jackson, VA.  The 3rd Saturday meeting is a “skills
enhancement” session for hands-on, skill-building activities.)
Web: http://www.woodturnersofthevirginias.org/

Apple Valley Woodturners Membership Renewal for 2017

Membership Type (check one): Individual ($30) _____ Family ($35) _____

(check one): New _____ Renewal _____

Name:  _______________________________________________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP:  ________________________________________________

Phone:  ( )  - Alt. Phone:  ( )  -

Email:  _______________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name:  ________________________________________

Contact Phone:  ( )  -

AAW Member (yes/no): ________

Active-duty Military (yes/no)? ________   ($10 discount)    Branch? ____________

Already a member of an AAW affiliate club (yes/no)? ________     ($10 discount)

Club name: ______________________________

Check #: _______ Amount: ________ Date: ___________________

Mail to Treasurer Mike Fraser, 329 Russell Road, Berryville, VA  22661
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