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******************************************************************************
July Bulletin Board

Apple Valley Woodturners Receives an AAW Educational
Opportunity Grant: AVW was recently awarded a $1,500 Educational
Opportunity Grant from the American Association of Woodturners
which will allow us to purchase a Jet 1221 variable speed midi-lathe
with stand and mobile casters, a Nova scroll chuck, and a 5-piece
basic full-sized turning set. With this equipment, we will expand our
capabilities for providing educational programs, skills training, and
workshops to our membership, as well as attracting prospective new
club members.  The grant application was drafted by Mark
Zimmerman and reviewed/edited by other members of the AVW
Board. We submitted the application in mid-December of 2016, and
just received the funds from AAW two weeks ago. The AVW Board will
order the new equipment in the very near future.  Kudos to everyone
involved in this successful effort!

2nd Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium: This will be held in
Lancaster, PA on October 27-29.  The discounted rate is $185 which
includes lunch on Saturday and Sunday.  If you are interested in
attending, early registration is highly recommended.  You can find
complete information at http://www.mawts.com/ .



June Meeting Notes
>>> Help Needed:  J.C. Jennings is asking for volunteers to learn how to set up the AV equipment.
He particularly needs backup for the July meeting.  If you are willing to help out, his email and phone
are given in the masthead on the previous page.

Treasurer's Update: Mike Fraser reported on the state of the club's finances.  The club netted
about $45 on the May raffle.  The club continues to run with about 20 fewer dues-paid members
than in 2016.  As of May, 2017, our current bank balance is $####.

Group Buys:  Have an idea for a group buy?  See a club officer at the next meeting.

Benefits of Membership in AAW
Our club (AVW) is the Winchester chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW), the
largest organization for woodturners in the world, with 15,000 members and 350 affiliated clubs
worldwide.  For those of you who are not a member of AAW, we are providing an introduction by
including a link to the most recent edition of Fundamentals, an on-line, bimonthly publication of
AAW that has a goal of assisting beginning and intermediate woodturners learn the craft... although
woodturners at all levels find it to be informative and useful... a great way to learn a new technique
or improve an old one.  We hope you enjoy reading this free edition and we hope you will consider
the benefits of membership in AAW.  You can enjoy a free 60-day trial membership by going to
http://www.woodturner.org/ .  In addition to receiving at home their award-winning bimonthly
publications, American Woodturner and Fundamentals, there is always something new to learn and
discover on the AAW website... http://www.woodturner.org … something to incorporate into your
own woodturning.

Items For Sale

Bandsaw and Drill Press:  AVW member Jack Klimek is offering a bandsaw and a drill press for
sale.  The bandsaw is a 14” Delta Premiere Edition with a factory-installed Carter ball-bearing blade
guide and collection of 7 new and several gently-used blades (asking $345)... also an aftermarket
resaw fence (asking $55).  The drill press is a Harbor Freight floor model with extended table and
fence system (asking $120).  You may contact Jack at 540-508-0375 or cklimek22@gmail.com.
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Items For Sale (cont.)

Router Table, Propane Heater, and Belt Sander: AVW member Pete Freed is offering four (4)
items for sale... (1) a DeWalt DW433 3”x21” variable-speed belt sander ($50)... (2) a SKIL Universal
Router Table 10”x20” ($20)... (3) a Radiant Tank-top Propane heater, never used ($25)... and (4) a
Sears 12”x36” 4-speed lathe ($75 or free to a good home/cause).  For more information, contact
Pete Freed at pfreed6@gmail.com.
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2017 Monthly Programs and Challenges
Remember:  Each month, on the Thursday following the Saturday Monthly
Program, there is a mentored skills-improvement session from 6:00-8:00 pm.

Date Program Monthly Challenge
JUL 15 Derek Wiedman... Demonstration

of offset turning CANCELLED

Denis Delahanty... Demonstration
of methods for holding wood on
your lathe... “I have always had an
interest in the number of ways wood,
or other materials, can be attached to
wood lathes, both at the lathe drive
and tail stock. In the demonstration
portion of July's meeting I will review
the most common methods utilizing
modern technology as well as methods
that predate modern wood chucks that
are still useful today.  I hope the
presentation generates lively
discussion and everyone learns
something new to incorporate in your
woodturning.”

{tba}

JUL 20 Skills night

AUG 19 Hands-on Workshop... “Turning
Pens For Troops”... a mini-
marathon where AVW volunteers
(that's you!) will turn 3-dozen pens
to be sent to our troops.

{tba}

AUG 24 Skills night
SEP 16 Dave Robinson... “Turning an

Octopod Bowl”
{tba}

SEP 21 Skills night
OCT 21 Denis Delahanty... Making a 3-

legged stool... morning
demonstration plus afternoon
workshop.

{tba}

OCT 26 Skills Night
NOV 18 Hands-on Workshop... {tba} {tba}
NOV 23 Skills Night
DEC 16 Holiday Party... {tba} {tba}
JAN 20 Dale Winburn... Turning a pepper

grinder
{tba}

JAN 25 Skills Night
FEB
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June Show-and-Tell Gallery

Paul Lion: Handwheel for Lathe Headstock;
Maple; TY Finish

Lance Pearce: Multi-Axis Turning, Sycamore;
unfinished

Don Maloney: Pot; Lignum Vitae; Buff

J. C. Jennings: Bolt-Action Bullet Pen; Acrylic;
MicroMesh to 15,000 (Win-1-Turn-1)
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May Show-and-Tell Gallery (cont.)

John Walter: Inside-Out Candle; Yellow Pine;
Red Oak Poly finish

John Walter: Pens; Tiger Oak and Curly
Mango; HPP Wax finish

Dave Swiger: Swagger Stick; Brazilian Ebony,
Poly finish; .50 cal tip and 40mm butt end
(Retirement gift to General Reiner, 88th Inf. Div.)

Dave Swiger: Whiskey Locker; Walnut;
currently unfinished (Prototype commercial item
including shot glasses and small flask in a
surplus ammunition box.)
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Mike Fraser: 38” Mirror Frame; Poplar; currently
unfinished; Titebond Original used because it
dries hard and doesn't squeeze out over time,
raising a bump on final glued piece... segmented
turning... segments cut with an angle sled and
fine-tuned during assembly.

Pete Freed: “OOOPS!” Hollow Vessel; Pine;
unfinished. (Turned through the wall when
hollowing. Not often that a turner will present his
shop goofs.)

Daniel Genovese: Pens; various materials;
various finishes
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June Program:
Dave Swiger... “Finishing Turned Pieces”

Dave Swiger is a craftsman and woodworker (http://swigerwoodworks.com/) as well as a skilled
woodturner (http://www.contentmentturnings.com/) who displays and sells his pieces through, e.g.,
The Valley Craft Network.  For our June program he shared his knowledge on the tools and
materials that contribute to a beautifully-finished turning.

The focus of Dave's demonstration involved applying an
“oxidized-metal” finish called Metal Effects to a turned piece.
He finds it useful for adding a distinctive look to a well-turned
piece that has an otherwise plain grain structure.  His
materials are produced by a company called Modern Masters
(http://www.modernmasters.com/landing/homeowners/brands)
and are available from, e.g., Craft Supplies
(https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/search?
term=modern+masters).  The product comes in three colors...
copper, bronze, and rust.  The process involves three (3)
components... primer, reactive metallic paint, and aging
solution.  His subject was a maple bowl that had been turned,
had small defects filled, and sanded to 220 grit.  Finer sanding
was not necessary as the finish is paint-like and sanding it
with a finer grit will only be masked by the finish of the paint itself.

The first step in the process is to apply two (2) coats of primer.  It dries quickly and the 2nd coat can
be applied 30-60 minutes after the first, although Dave usually allows each
coat to dry overnight. He recommends wearing protective gloves ( e.g.,
nitrile) and applying the primer with a small piece of sponge that is damp

with water, but not soaking wet.  The first coat of metallic
paint is also applied with a damp sponge and allowed to
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dry overnight.  A second coat of metallic paint is applied and allowed
to get tacky before the activator is sprayed on with a spray bottle.
After “spritzing”, the piece is oriented such that gravity pulls the
watery activator down the surface of the piece such that the resulting
“oxidation” looks natural.  {Hint:  Think about the look of a metallic
object that has weathered over the years.}  For large pieces, Dave
applies the 2nd coat of paint to either the inside or the outside of the
piece, so it can be held in one position as the activator is applied and
allowed to work on the paint.  Dave uses the corner of a piece of
paper towel to soak up the excess activator that puddles in the
bottom of a bowl.  He also uses the common plastic pyramids to
support the bowl so that the activator doesn't collect around the
base.

Dave offered the following bits of information relating to the finishing
process that, he asserts, begins when he is making his final cuts.

• He uses an Irish-grind for his gouges and especially likes John
Jordan's grind that is flat from the tip of the nose back to the flute,
i.e., there is no rise at the nose.  He finds the wide, straight edge of
the grind to be useful for shear cutting.  He also prefers grinding a
secondary bevel because it results in a smaller primary bevel which
(a) reduces friction and “chattering” during cutting, and (b) reduces
bruising of end-grain fibers which leaves circular marks as you work
across the bottom of the bowl and are nearly impossible to sand away.

• There are commercial jigs to assist grinding a secondary bevel (see pic).
Alternatively, with a Oneway Wolverine system, you can cut a piece of
3/4” wood to fit into the vee of the jig arm... displaces the jig enough to
provide the right secondary bevel.

• He likes the negative-rake scraper from D-Way Tools (25º grind on top
and 70º on the bottom) because he can scrape all the way from the
bottom to the edge of the rim without catching. (http://d-waytools.com/)

• His favorite grinding platform is the Robo Rest
(www.robohippy.net) because it fits into the
Oneway Wolverine system and allows setting
the grind angle without jigs and gauges.  (see
the pic)

• He also leaves the wire edge on his gouges and
scrapers after grinding them instead of
burnishing them away.

• He prefers Klingspor sanding paper (keeps a supply of rolls of 80-
600 grit) because it is flexible and slow to blind.  In use, he blows it
clean with 100psi air and discards a piece that has gotten clogged
(especially with finishing materials) because clogged sandpaper
produces rub marks that are as impossible to sand away as
burnishing marks from tools. His advice is, “Use sandpaper like
someone else is paying for it.”

• He always fine-sands with the grain.  When sanding a piece that is
moving on the lathe, it is never faster than 300 rpm.
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• He does use air-driven orbital sanders and favors Mike Sorge
interface pads... hearing protection and a dust mask is mandatory.
He also recommends a Makita electric orbital sander because it is
quieter and doesn't require a large compressor.

With regards to materials for finishing, Dave offered the following tips:

• He does not have a “universal” finish... preferring, instead, to match
his materials to the type of wood he is finishing, the look of the
piece, and how the buyer will use the product.

• Woods like osage orange, purpleheart, and padauk have a strong
tendency to darken because of exposure to UV light.  Finishes with
UV protection, like Teak Oil and Minwax Spar Varnish, will slow
down the rate of darkening.

• Ask yourself or, better yet, the end-user, “Is the piece decorative or
will it be handled? Where will it be located?”  He used a shellac
sealer with a lacquer top coat to finish some custom, decorative
tops for kitchen canisters, but they turned white from exposure to
moisture because the buyer intended to place them in the vicinity of
the stove and dishwasher. Had he known, Dave would have used
poly or tung oil.

• Dave is a big fan of using inert gas (argon, nitrogen) to expel the
oxygen from a partially-used container of tung oil, varnish, etc. and
keep it from gelling. There are commercially-available products...
see http://www.bloxygen.com/ .

• For punky wood, Dave uses Behlen lacquer thinned with 10%
acetone as a DIY hardener.

• He prefers wipe-on finishes rather than brushing and wiping.  He
uses cloth shotgun-cleaning pads which are durable and much
cheaper than other materials.  He uses steel wool to smooth the
surface between coats.

• He is a big fan of sanding sealer... prefers Zinsser Sealcoat cut
50/50 with denatured alcohol because, unlike most shellacs, it does
not contain wax which can interfere with a subsequent finish...
always use dewaxed shallac!

• For some pieces, he prefers the look of Krylon Matte Finish...
available at hobby stores like Michael's but not hardware or paint
stores.  It dries very quickly.  He uses Mr. Clean Magic Erasers to
remove the “fuzz” between coats.

• For mineral oil and, e.g., beeswax finishes, he prefers Hut Crystal Coat and, if you are doing
it DIY, he recommends using mineral oil from STE Oil Company (http://www.steoil.com/)
because it is thinner than the stuff available from, e.g., pharmacies so it penetrates better.
REMEMBER that mineral oil finishes do not harden and will stain surfaces they are in
contact with.

• He likes sponge-backed sandpaper for wet sanding because it can be washed out and re-
used... see Vince's Wood N Wonder (http://vinceswoodnwonders.com/ )
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Support Our Friends!

http://www.mcfarlandsmill.com/
587 Round Hill Road, Winchester, VA 22602

Phone:  (540) 667-2272
FAX:  (540) 722-6261

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00-3:30; Thu 7:00-6:00; Sat 8:00-1:00

We all know and appreciate what McFarland's Mill does for our club.  Please stop by to thank them
for  their  help  and,  even  better,  purchase  your  turning  supplies  from  them  to  support  them  for
supporting us!  Stephanie and Robert will appreciate your patronage, for sure.

In case you don't already know, they carry a variety of items from the Rockler catalog and, if they do
not have something in stock, they will order it for you (sale prices, discounts, and specials apply) and
you will not have to pay for shipping... a good deal!  Contact Stephanie by phone or email...

mcfarlandsmill@comcast.net

*****************************************************************************

http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/
329 East 2nd Street, Frederick MD 21701

Phone:  (301) 695-1271
Toll-Free:  (888) 262-7338

Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30; First/Last Sat each month 9:00-1:00

Exotic Lumber, which started in Annapolis in 1994, operates as a specialty lumber yard with two
operations to serve the Washington/Baltimore area. We ship lumber to customers throughout the
United States and, with over 130 species in stock, we have one of the widest selections of lumber
available on the East  Coast.   Our  customers include cabinet  makers,  furniture makers,  millwork
shops, boat builders, woodturners, etc. We have no minimums - you can purchase 1 board or 1000bf.
Have a look through the pages of our website as we constantly upload new images... email us, phone
us or,  better  still,  visit  us  at  either  our  Annapolis  or  Frederick  warehouses  where  you are  most
welcome to  select  your  own  lumber  from our  neatly  stacked  racks.   You  can  also  find  us  on
Facebook! Show your AVW Membership Card to receive a 10% discount!
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Follow Other Virginia Clubs!

This is a new section of the newsletter that lists information about fellow wood-turning clubs in Virginia.

Capitol Area Woodturners
Who:  Serving NoVA, DC, and MD... 200 members, mostly hobbyists
Contact:  Joe Zaderecky, President, 703-380-7000, joe@zadareky.net
Meetings: Bryant High School, 2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria VA 22306... second Saturday
of each month, 8:30 am for skills enhancement and 10:00 am for business meeting and demo.
Web: http://www.capwoodturners.org/

Catoctin Area Turners
Who: Serving western Loudoun County, Maryland... 70+ members of varying skills who are
interested in learning and promoting the art of turning wood.
Contact: Email form provided on the web site... no other contact information.
Meetings: Thursday before the 3rd Saturday each month, 6:30-? pm at the Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Department, 215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA  (Note:  See web site for meeting
exceptions in January and July.)
Web: http://catoctinareaturners.org/v5/

Central Virginia Woodturners
Who: Serving the foothills of the Shenandoah  Valley and neighboring West Virginia... 69
members with skills ranging from novice to professional
Contact: Dennis Hippen, President, president@centralvawoodturners.org
Meetings: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:00-9:00 pm, at the Crimora Community Center,
1648 New Hope and Crimora Road, Crimora, VA 24431,
Web: http://www.centralvawoodturners.org/

Mid-Maryland Woodturners Club
Who:  Serving the Frederick, Maryland, area.
Contact:  Dale Biggs, President, president@mmwtc.org
Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the IAFF Local 3666 Union Hall
(Formerly the Yellow Springs Lions Club), 8829 Yellow Springs Road, Frederick MD 21702
Web: http://www.mmwtc.org/

TidewaterTurners
Who: Serving the Norfolk, Virginia, area... 120 members dedicated to the craft of woodturning;
sharing the interest and knowledge of woodturning; and promoting the advancement of skills.
Contact: Cliff Guard, President, pres@tidewaterturners.net
Meetings:  Fourth Tuesday of each month (except December), 6:30-8:30 pm, at the Woodcraft
of Norfolk/Virginia Beach (The Shops at JANAF... map link provided)
Web: http://tidewaterturners.net/
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Follow Other Virginia Clubs! (cont.)

Woodturners of the Virginias
Who: Serving the foothills of the Shenandoah  Valley and neighboring West Virginia... 60
members with skills ranging from novice to professional
Contact: info@woodturnersofhtevirginias.org
Meetings: First and third Saturdays of each month, 9:00 am – noon, at Peter Shoemaker's
"Phoenix Shop" at 5906 Main St., Mount Jackson, VA.  The 3rd Saturday meeting is a “skills
enhancement” session for hands-on, skill-building activities.)
Web: http://www.woodturnersofthevirginias.org/

Apple Valley Woodturners Membership Renewal for 2017

Membership Type (check one): Individual ($30) _____ Family ($35) _____

(check one): New _____ Renewal _____

Name:  _______________________________________________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP:  ________________________________________________

Phone:  ( )  - Alt. Phone:  ( )  -

Email:  _______________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name:  ________________________________________

Contact Phone:  ( )  -

AAW Member (yes/no): ________

Active-duty Military (yes/no)? ________   ($10 discount)    Branch? ____________

Already a member of an AAW affiliate club (yes/no)? ________     ($10 discount)

Club name: ______________________________

Check #: _______ Amount: ________ Date: ___________________

Mail to Treasurer Mike Fraser, 329 Russell Road, Berryville, VA  22661
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